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The First Milestone

, With his parents watching, young Jeromy Cheshire blows out the single candle

M on his first birthday cake
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The Ryder Cheshire Mission

for the Relief of Suffering

Founders: Sue Ryder, O.B.E.

and Group Captain C. L. Cheshire, V.C., D.S.O., D.F.C.

Non-denominational and depending upon voluntary help and

contributions, the Mission forms a family, or ”Commonwealth", of

the following entirely separate and autonomous Foundations, more

of which, it is hoped, will follow. A special point is made of keeping

administrative costs down to the minimum.

I. FORGOTTEN ALLIES TRUST

Hon. Treasurers: Hon. Secretaries:

G. D. Levack, Esq., F.C.A. Miss P. Bains

H. Ince, Esq. Miss D. Urbaniec

Hon. Solicitors: Hon. Auditors:

W. L. Morris, Esq. Deloitte, Plender, Griffiths & Co.

Hon. Architect:

J. Adams, Esq.

Following the relief work started in I945 in many camps, hospitals, and prisons

for the Stateless victims of Nazism, there is today still much individual case-work

throughout Germany, in addition to the following:

Sue Ryder Home for Concentration Camp Survivors. Cavendish, Suffolk.

I40 Forgotten Allies are brought each year from the Continent for a complete

holiday and to join those already r'esettled there. All enquiries about Forgotten

Allies Trust should be made to Cavendish.

St. Christopher Settlement. Grossburgwedel, Hanover.

Secretary: Mr. Jerzy Budkiewicz.

Eight homes and several flats, built mostly by international teams of volunteers

for those whose health is broken.

St. Christopher Kreis. Berlinerstrasse, Frankfurt a.m.

Chairman: H.H. Princess Margaret of Hesse und bei Rhein.

Since I945, Sue Ryder has been personally responsible for the visiting, after-care,

and rehabilitation ofthe Stateless boys in German prisons, many ofthem convicted

for reprisals against their former torturers.

Homes for the Sick in Poland.

Chairman of the Committee: Direktor Snieguki, Ministry of Health, Warsaw.

Prefabricated buildings, each containing forty beds and costing £5,000, are sent

from England to relieve the distress of the Forgotten Allies.

Four established at Konstancin, Zyrardow, Naleczow, and Garwolin. Two in

process of erection at Helenow and Warsaw.

ll. RAPHAEL, The Rispana, Dehra Dun

Lying in the foothills of the Northern Himalayas, Raphael is the Far Eastern

Headquarters of the Mission. From small beginnings in tents in April I959, it   



 

today houses 50 leprosy patients and 30 mentally retarded and homeless children,

and is being planned as a whole “village” of Homes where 600 or more of the

incurably sick may lead as full and happy lives as possible.

Hon. Medical Director: Lt.-Gen. K. S. Master, M.C., |.M.S. (th.)

Hon. Secretary: Mrs. A. Dhar.

Hon. Welfare Officer: Mrs. D. Rawlley.

III. THE CHESHIRE FOUNDATION HOMES FOR THE SICK

Caring for the incurable and homeless sick (mostly in the younger age-group),

they are autonomously run by local committees within the general aims and

principles of the Foundation. In each country there is a central trust which owns

all the properties, presides over the Homes. and is the source of the committees’

authority. Average number of patients when Home complete: thirty.

United Kingdom

Chairman: The Lord Denning, P.C.

Trustees: Dr. G. C. Cheshire, F.B.A., D.C.L., Grp. Capt. G. L. Cheshire, V.C.,

D.S.O., D.F.C., Mrs. Sue Ryder Cheshire, O.B.E.. R. R. Edgar, Esq., The Earl

Ferrers, Dr. Basil Kiernander, M. R.C. P. The Lady St. Levan, l.,P. Miss C. E.

Morris, M. B.E., AldermanA. Pickles, 0.3. E., J..P B. Richards, Esq. W. W Russell

Esq. Major The Lord St. Oswald, M. C.

Secretary: Hon. Treasurers:

Miss M. S. Mason J. R. Handscomb. Esq.

Asst. Secretaries: R' 6' Emmett, ESq'

Miss E. Evans Hon. Solicitors:

Miss E. Mayes Fladgate & Co.

Enquiries to: 7 Market Mews, London, W.l.

Allt Dinas, Cotswold Cheshire Home,”Overton Road, Tel. No.

Cheltenham, Gloucestershire Cheltenham 52569

Alne Hall, Alne, York Tollerton 95

Ampthill Park House, near Bedford Ampthill 3|73

Athol House, London Cheshire Home at Dulwich,

I38 College Road S. E. l9 . . Gipsy Hill 3740

Cann House, Tamerton Foliot, Plymouth, Devon Plymouth 7|742

*Carnsalloch House, Kirkmahoe, Dumfries

Coomb, Llanstephan, Carmarthenshire Llanstephan 292

Greathouse, Kington Langley, Chippenham, Wiltshire Kington Langley 235

*Greenhill House, Timsbury, near Bath Somerset ..

Hawthorn Lodge, Hawthorn Road, Dorchester, Dorset Dorchester I403

(for mentally handicapped children)

*Heatherley, Essingham Lane, Copthorne, Crawley, Sussex

kThe Hill, Sandbach, Cheshire

*Holehird House, Windermere, Westmorland.

*Holme Lodge, Julian Rd” West Bridgford, Nottingham

Honresfeld, Blackstone Edge Road, Littleborough, Lancs Littleborough 8627

Hovenden House, Fleet, Spalding, Lincolnshire Holbeach 3037

Kenmore, Scott Lane Cleckheaton, Yorkshire Cleckheaton 2904

Le Court, Liss, Hampshire” Blackmoor 364

*Marske Hall, near Redcar, Yorkshire ..

Mayfield House, East Trinity Road, Edinburgh Granton 89037

Miraflores, l54 Worple Road, Wimbledon, SW20 Wimbledon 5058

(rehabilitation of ex mental patients)

*Mote House, Mote Park, Maidstone, Kent Maidstone 879ll

( continued overleaf)
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‘St. Bridget’s, The Street, East Preston, West Sussex Rustington I988

St. Cecilia’s, Sundridge Avenue, Bromley, Kent Ravensbourne 8377

St. Teresa's, Long Rock, Penzance, Cornwall Marazion 336

Seven Rivers, Great Bromley, Colchester. Essex Ardleigh 345

Spofforth Hall, near Harrogate, Yorkshire Spofforth 284 & 287

Staunton Harold, Ashby-de-la—Zouch, Leicestershire Melbourne 7|

J[West Midland Home, Penn, Wolverhampton, Staffs.

White Windows, Sowerby Bridge, Halifax. Yorkshire Halifax 8l98|

Holy Cross, Mullion, Cornwall, was handed over in I953 to

Major (Mrs.) Shelagh Howe, who has managed it ever since

entirely on her own initiative.

Eire

An Irish Trust is in the process of being formed.

Ardeen, Shillelagh, Co. Wicklow Shillelagh 8

‘lndia

Trustees: Rajkumari Amrit Kaur, T. N. lagadisan, l. A. K. Martyn, O.B.E.

.(Chairman Elect), Sir Dhiren Mitra, Col. L. Sawhny. (Chairman retiring), Brigadier

Virendra Singh.

Hon. Treasurer: Y. S. Tayal.

Enquiries to: PO. Box 5l8, Calcutta.

Anbu Nilayan, Covelong, Madras.

Banarsidas Chandiwala Swasthya Sadan, Kalkaji, New Delhi.

Bethlehem House, Andheri, Bombay.

‘fCheshire Home, Bangalore.

‘l'Cheshire Home, Poona.

Govind Bhawan, l6 Pritam Road, Dehra Dun. U.P.

Rustomji P. Patel Cheshire Home, Sundernagar, Jamshedpur, Bihar.

(for crippled children)

Shanti Rani House, l3 Upper Strand Road, Serampore, West Bengal.

Vrishanti Illam, Katpadi Township, North Arcot.

(for burntwut leprosy patients)

Malaya

Chairman of Governors: The Hon. Mr. Justice Tan Ah Tah.

Hon. Secretary: Mrs. F. A. L. Morgan.

Hon. Treasurer: H. K. Franklin, Esq., A.C.A.

Enquiries to IOB Chulia Street, Singapore.

Johore Cheshire Home, Jalan Larkin, Johore Bahru.

Tanah Merah, Nicoll Drive, Changi. Singapore.

Nigeria

Chairman of Trustees: Sir Adetokunbo Ademola.

Oluyole Cheshire Home, College Crescent, lbadan. I

(for crippled children)

Jordan

Chairman of Trustees: The Rt. Rev. Mgr. Nameh Simaan, V.G.

The Cheshire Home, Jerusalem Road, Bethlehem.

TA (for crippled children)

mman

* In preparation

T In process of construction
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the month preceding that of publica—

tion. Opinions put forward in

.individual articles do not necessarily
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Cheshire Foundation, but it is our

aim to encourage free expression of

ideas.

The magazine is edited. managed and

published by disabled residents at Le

Court. It is printed by the Southern
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Spring. l96|

Editor: Frank Spath

Treasurer: Paul Hunt

Secretary & Advert. Manager:

Mrs. M. K. Thorlby

Editorial and Business Office:

Le Court, Liss, Hants.

(Tel. Blackmoor 364).

Price Is.

Subscription rate:

63. a year, post free.

 

No receipts for subscriptions will be

sent unless specially requested.

 

CONTENTS

page

A Question of Patience by the Editor 5

Spring Conference Speeches—6p. Capt. L. Cheshire 9

Lord Denning l2

Story of an Apprenticeship by C. Frances jeram IS

People and Places
l9

Forgotten Allies Trust
22

How I Got Involved with Cheshire—Ald. J. S. Stephens 26

Terms of Reference by Barbara Beasley 29

Holiday Camp for the Disabled
30

Profile—Bella Rays 32

News Bulletins from U.K. Homes
33-52

Overseas Homes... 30, 52-53

For Women Only Ed. by Barbara Beasley... 54

Love and Growth by Paul Hunt
56

The British Council for the Rehabilitation of the Disabled 60

Human Resources Corporation
63  



 

 

“Terms of Reference”) which calls for some

comment. It is the latest round in the campaign

against the use of such words as “patient”, “cripple”,

etc., which arouse a great deal of emotional aversion

in some of our disabled people.

Why this should be so I am not sure. Probably it is

due to an accumulation of causes, some of which I

want to try to indicate. I must mention, however,

that it is somewhat diflficult for a disabled person like

m'yself to be quite dispassionate in this matter,

although I strive to be so. The following are my

personal reflections.

I know I am largely dependent on others for feed-

ing, toilet, and sundry daily necessities. I need these

others to fetch and carry for me; they are not only

my friends, but act as my very limbs, as my hands and

feet, so to speak. This obviously makes me more a

passive than an active member of society. It also

makes‘me one from whom patience is called for. Why

then should I object to being called a “patient"? In

its original meaning, it is clearly something I ought

to be, even though I find it difficult to live up to.

There can be no doubt that, linguistically, the word

“patient“ is above reproach. It has indeed a very

noble ancestry, of which we would do well to take

more account. The calm endurance of suffering, the

steady perseverance under stress and provocation, are

virtues that it would be good to see more of in the

world. Not that many patients do display the

“patience under suffering” that the word originally

denoted. What a wonderful world it would be if

every patient were a noble martyr!

We all know that by an extension of this root

meaning the word is now used, in a sort of technical

sense, to refer to any person under medical treatment.

And although few of our disabled people in the

Homes are under medical treatment in the usual

hospital sense, it is the way of the world to use the

same terminology, not necessarily with any disparag-

ing intent. Aren’t we called upon to accustom our-

selves to many such things in this world? For

instance, the nice gentle old lady who comes along,

she is much moved at the sight of my disablement,

she smiles at me, and says “Poor man!”

ELSEWHERE lN THIS issue we publish an article (see

Does it make me feel poor? Do I consider a slur

5
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has been cast on me? No, quite the

contrary. I smile back at the old lady

in appreciation of the love that makes

her say it. The fact that she puts it

like that~well, it is just her way.

Similarly, it’s the way of our society

to use the word “patients” (with often

more than a hint of genuine pity)

when referring to the victims of

disease or disablement.

“Why make such a fuss about a

word?” it is often asked. And of

course, if it were only about a word,

it would be ridiculous. You don’t

change a thing merely by calling it

another name, A cabbage is known

as a cabbage, and there is little point

in referring to it as a rose. A rose by

any other name would smell just as

sweet; and a cabbage by any other

name would taste just as cabbages do

now. Of course the obvious comment

is that these are names for impersonal

things, which are in a different

category altogether. If I were asked,

“Would it change our disabled people

if they were called by any other name

but patients?” my tentative answer,

despite what I have already said,

would be an affirmative one. And now

it behoves me to explain why.

To begin with, we must never forget

what the philosophers teach us, that

words are not dead and static things.

They are as living and developing as

the humans who use them, whose

symbols and sacraments they are.

They reflect our interests. our desires,

our attitudes. When our interests

and sensibilities widen, become more

sharp and clear, we see the inadequacy

of old words and names; they make

us uncomfortable; and we try to find

words that are more apt. Thus we

have scrapped such names as “work-

house”, “lunatic asylum”, etc. Can it

be that our disabled people feel

similarly that the word “patient” is

an inadequate title for them?

On the other hand, it is a well—known

phenomenon that people do tend to

dislike having a title that seems

commonplace and inferior. There is

a snob-value attached to the terms

rodent-operator or refuse—collector,

for instance, which is lacking in the

more commonplace rat~catcher or

dustman. It is a good question to ask

whether our disabled people merely

consider that to be called “patients”

makes them commonplace and

 

inferior.

There is also the tendency in human

language for certain words to be

debased over a long period of time.

This seems generally to happen with

words that had a moral significance

when they were first coined, but have

now lost it, and gained other, un-

welcome, associations. I wonder

whether it is partly this degrading

process which has made the word

“patient” anathema to so many.

There is a further point to note, a

delicate one, highly-charged emotion-

ally. Some of the disabled, in the

Homes as well as outside, have never

really accepted their situation, their

dependence. They hate it—often

quite unconsciously, which is why so

many of them are more or less

aggressively independent. They have

a deep-seated desire to be freed from

irksome authority. Anything that

seems to underline their dependence,

even a name that has disagreeable

associations, will arouse a quick

negative reaction.

Rehabilitation

I think this leads us to the subject

of healing, or to what has become,

more or less, its equivalent in modern

medicine, rehabilitation. This um-

brella concept nowadays covers “the

whole range of services from the time

of the onset of the individual’s dis-

ability to the point at which he is

restored to normal activity or the

nearest possible approach to it.” An

instructive article on the British

Council for Rehabilitation of the

Disabled in this issue (see p. 60) gives

some idea of how the various services

of this organisation, especially the

dissemination of the results of re-

search studies into the problems

raised by disablement. are relevant to,

and will, we are sure, be increasingly

made use of by the Cheshire Homes.

For it cannot be doubted that we

are putting into practice a form of

rehabilitation, in the sense of placing

men and women with certain per-

manent physical disablements in a

sheltered community, and training

them to live harmoniously together,

with able-bodied friends and helpers

to look after them, both physically

and spiritually or mentally. More-

over, there is a growing realisation

that this rehabilitation process, this

healing, is, and should be encouraged  



 

 

more to be, a two-way affair. The

disabled can help the able-bods in

their emotional and social problems,

as much as vice-verm.

Rehabilitation workers in all fields

have laid great stress on the fact that

the key idea in their work is the

fostering of independence in the

“dependent" (to use a slightly different

word than "patient”). It seems,

however, that there has been a

regrettable lack of stress laid on the

equally important fact that this

rehabilitation process can be really

effective only if it is done in a spirit

of love. At this point, I should like

to draw the attention of readers to an

important article on page 56, “Love

and Growth”. Perhaps it is basically

a question of putting a proper value

on people as persons. To do things

to people and for people is easy: it

produces rapid, even though super-

ficial results. To do things with

people is much harder, but in terms of

moral value and lasting results much

more worthwhile.

Reverence for Persons

Some of our disabled people are

genuinely anxious not to be only

“at the receiving end“, so to speak.

They feel they have a contribution to

make to society—if only society would

make it possible for them to give it.

It is claimed, however, that the basic

attitude of our society towards dis—

abilities tends to devalue the individual

and increase his insecurity. “As a

result, the individual with a handicap

becomes a member of a minority

group, subject to the same social

pressures as people of different races,

religions, etc.” Some in our Homes,

especially amongst the Christians.

like to think of this movement to

gain status as a particular instance of

the universal conflict against the forces

of depersonalisation in the world.

We fight against dictatorships, we fight

against racial and religious discrimina-

tion, we fight against all irreverence

to persons. For what is evil but a

failure of reverence for persons?

1 cannot do better than quote here

from an issue of “The Life of the

Spirit" which was reviewed in our

pages last September. The Editor in

a foreword wrote as follows: “it is

also necessary to remind ourselves

that organisation and efficiency, unless

we watch ourselves carefully, will

 

always be liable to drain the works of

mercy of what is their vital essence—

humanity. The ’beneficiaries’ of our

good works become cases, objects of

benevolence, occasions of merit, they

are classified as ‘the poor’, “the under-

privileged‘, and most deadly of all,

as ‘they’. They cease to be seen by

the doer of good works as human

beings, as individual people with

characters and personalities and his-

tories and problems of their own. But

treating a person humanely implies

being aware of him as a human being,

and unless you are so aware of him,

you cannot really give him anything,

you cannot communicate with him,

or share things with him, as one man

with another, one brother with

another.”

Care in Speech

It is pretty obvious that, if we are

to help forward the transition from

dependence to independence in our

disabled people, a careful choice of

words in our approach to them is of

first importance. And to call them

"patients” cannot be a good choice if

it arouses strong aversion, if it gives

them a feeling of being “set apart"

from the man in the street. Besides,

if the Cheshire Homes were to insist

on calling them “patients" we should,

in a way, be contradicting ourselves,

for we should be emphasising the

dependence, the passivity, from which

we declarefiin all the publicity~it

is our aim to draw these disabled

people away.

So, for all these reasons, we must

not think that the so-called revolt

against names is a case of a mountain

being made out of a molehill. The

reformers amongst our disabled family

who propose changes in terminology

are in fact not principally concerned

with the terms at all. They are much

more concernedaperhaps only half

consciously—with changing what they

feel to be wrong attitudes. Thus the

battle of words must be seen as a

symptom of something deeper. It

would seem vastly important to take

cognisance of the whole situation as

calling for some reasonable considera-

tion and understanding, some psycho-

social therapy, some rehabilitation. It is

certainly a situation calling for a great

deal of patience—from everyone.

Alternatives

In many of our Homes the term

8 (continued on page I4)  
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(revised and condensedfor publication)

Steam, @afstain :8. @fletfii/Le

Ladies and Gentlemen~1 would like

to endorse most wholeheartedly my

father's welcome to you all. [t is a

wonderful thing that you should have

come from so far to meet together,

and we certainly have a lot to get

through today.

I think that most organisations

devoted to some form of relief of

suffering start off with all the enthusi-

asm and self-sacrifice that is inspired

by the needs of the sick. But possibly,

as the years go by, some of those

principles are lost, and one of the

things I am most anxious about is

whether all is being done in the Homes

to counteract this tendency.

Perhaps it would be best if at first

I were briefly to repeat our general

aims and what we are trying to do,

because there may be some new-

comers here today. Our object is to

give a home for life to those who have

some apparently incurable disability

or illness; but not just to shelter them

and give them a home; rather, to give

them the means of living a useful life.

In other words, we don’t want to do

everything for them; we want to bring

them somehow into the work of

building up the home, and make them

feel they have got something to

contribute.

Looking beyond ourselves

As one looks back over the last ten

years, one can see that in those Homes

in which troubles have occurred, the

patients who were there at the begin-

ning, have achieved a spirit which is

much more dificult to come by in the

other Homes where everything has

always been done for the patients,

Following up this thought, I would

like to feel that as new patients come

into the Home—perhaps patients who

have not enjoyed home-life for a long

time—they will then devote their

attention to seeing if they can help the

homeless outside~those who have

not been so fortunate as themselves——

to get a home. Only the day before

yesterday I was invited down to St.

Teresa’s, where the patients have

decided that, in order to show their

gratitude for the Home they have been

given, they will collect enough money

to build a Home for little children

which my wife, Sue, plans as part of

Raphael International Centre in India.

They have already collected the first

£250, and have pledged themselves to

raise the remaining £1,500 during the

next five years. Possibly their example

will spread to other Homes.

1 am quite sure that the secret of

success, here as in all other spheres of

human life, is always to be looking

out beyond ourselves to somebody

else. Troubles come only when we

feel we have done our job and every-

thing is all right; and we become

merely concerned with our little selves

rather than with those around us.

Minimum overheads

Do you remember the basis on

which the Cheshire Foundation began

to be built? It was the principle of

starting from nothing and making do

with whatever came to hand. We

were never a wealthy organisation;

large capital. large sums of money,

are not, I feel, in our nature. Other

 



 

 

charities have to raise large sums—

for flood relief, etc.~but their pur-

poses are quite different from ours.

I think our financial policy should be

more concerned with how far we can

make a little go than with how much

we can collect. Of course, the existing

Homes have got to go on and on, year

after year, and perhaps even century

after century, always relying, of course,

on public help. In my opinion, the

best way of ensuring this is to show

that we are not going to ask for one

penny more than we need. As one

looks at different Homes, and sees

how well some of them manage on a

very little, I think it is a great example

to us all. What we want, above all,

is to show that with a little we can do

a great deal.

Now to come to the patients. As

you know, we receive a lot of applica-

tions—more applicationsrthan we can

take in. Something like one applica-

tion a day has to be turned down. It

is partly due to lack of beds, but it is

also due to the fact that some of the

applicants are in a category which we

do not, at present, accept. Of these

latter, the three chief categories are—

the married, with either one partner

or both disabled, the very seriously

disabled, and the old. I would like to

feel that having got so far we ought to

be doing something about these other

people. I know many of us have been

giving a great deal of thought to the

matter.

“Multiple Home” needed

One difficulty with the seriously

disabled is that a Home of twenty or

thirty such patients becomes more of a

Nursing Home than a Cheshire Home,

and does not fit into our pattern. The

correct solution is I think to try and

build what I have called a “multiple

Home”, perhaps something like a

large block of flats, designed for the

disabled, in a built-up area. On one

floor there could be a nursing unit,

so that if, for instance, in a certain

family living in the flats, the husband

is incontinent, he could be taken up

to the nursing unit in the evening,

spend the night there, and thus enable

his family to have a better night’s

sleep. He would be living a partly

private life with his family, and a

partly hospital life because of his

disability. All the disabled would

live with their families in the different

flats, and yet have nursing assistance

immediately available whenever neces—

sary. The building should be so situ-

ated that those who can work are able

to go out and earn their keep. Pos-

sibly, there might be various kinds of

businesses and workshops on the

ground floor, where either the disabled

or the fit members of the community

could work and return for meals to

their families if they so desire. From

the investigations we have made, I feel

that if such a scheme were properly

worked out, we could make it, not a

charity, as all our Homes have to be

at present, but very nearly a business

proposition. We could raise the

money commercially, and the families

living in the flats would be able to pay

an economic rent. It would give them

a chance to show that. as a family in

the right environment. they could pay

their way. I can’t go into it today, but

I would like to investigate this seri-

ously, and would welcome help from

any of the Homes interested in these

ideas.

I would be particularly grateful

if the different Regions could consider

ways and means of setting up in each

of their respective areas a Home for

those who are too disabled for the

existing Homes, and possibly even a

Home for those who are married.

The problem confronts us of several

patients in the Homes wishing to get

married, and it is rather difficult to

know what to do. Speaking for my

wife and myself, we feel that what we

should say to these people is—“if, as

a couple, you can pay your way and

meet the obligations marriage involves,

then we will help you find accommoda-

tion, but if you are only going to come

in as a married couple living in

privacy and expect to be completely

looked after, then we can’t.” Perhaps

that is something we can think about

and discuss.

Helping in other ways

Now, finally, one other thing. Up

till now, our activities have been

confined to taking disabled people

into our Homes. We receive, as you

know, many applications from people

we can’t help in that way, but who

could possibly be helped in other ways.

Isn’t it time that we began to try and

do just that? You know that in the

early Le Court days we had people

with social or mental problems as well

 

 



 

 

as the incurably sick, and we did try

to help them all. Out of this emerged

the Cheshire Foundation with its

specific aims of helping the chronic

sick. For many years, I did not know

what to do with those other cases

outside this restricted category. When

Sue and I became associated we

decided to put all prison cases, etc.

here today, I should like to recount

something of the legal position of

the Foundation as it aFfects the

Managing Committees in the Homes.

We started some twelve or thirteen

years ago now, just with Le Court in

the old building. When the Carnegie

Trust gave the GO £65,000 for build-

ing the new Le Court, they wanted

one or two respectable people as

trustees. So they came to the lawyers,

Professor Cheshire and myself, and

we became Trustees of the one Home.

New Homes sprang up gradually.

First, in Cornwall; then the others.

Our meetings took place once every

three months, and lasted about two

hours. Now that we have so many

Homes—rising to thirtyiit means

that meetings of the Trust take place

once a month, and last a whole day.

It has become more and more obvious

that these many Homes can no longer

be dealt with centrally. There must be

Regional Committees. The North

have set the pattern: the Midlands are

following; and Wales is coming on.

Respective functions

What now are the respective func—

tions of the Trustees, the Regions and

the individual Homes? Let me tell

you this, that from the very beginning

the Homes have all been vested in law,

not strictly in trustees, but in a

Limited Company, which this Founda-

tion is. We do not use the word

“Limited” because we are a Charity,

and we are especially permitted to

leave out “Limited”. The Trustees

are really Directors, and thus, techni-

cally speaking, shareholders also

(though, of course, without deriving

any gain whatsoever from this posi-

tion). Into this Limited Company is

put all the property of every Home in

SINCE I see so many new friends

 

into her organisation. now called the

“Sue Ryder Forgotten Allies", and

she is doing the best she can for them.

But I think we could well appoint,

say, case workers to investigate the

many applications from people who

don’t fit into either the present Homes

or Sue’s organisations.

£Md Email/Lg, 72.8.

law. That carries with it a great

advantage to the individuals who are

members of the Committees. It

means that they are under no legal

liability at all in respect of accidents

or misfortunes or debts. There have

been cases in the Courts of patients

who sue hospital authorities, alleging

that they have been negligent. We are

not personally liable for any mis—

adventure since this is a Limited

Company, and there is no individual

liability. 1 am glad of this. We

cannot ask people who do so much

for the good of the cause to be held

liable personally as well.

Let me tell you now of the usual

way in which Homes start in this

country. Certain good spirited people

in a County or area see the need and

say “Let us start a Cheshire Home”.

They then ask “Can we get a house?”

and perhaps they can, either by born

rowing money or the house being

given. Then they say “Let us get some

patients in", and the patients are got

in. People come and see the patients,

and they want to help.

Burden of maintenance

Remember this, once the house is

obtained and the patients in, the great

burden of maintenance falls upon the

Welfare State. The County Councils

pay for nearly all the patients, even

though, as we are often too inclined

to notice, “this County does not pay

as much as that County”. We render

a great service to the State by provid-

ing the Homes, but their maintenance

comes largely out of County grants.

Once the Home is established, we can

run bazaars, etc., and collect the rest

of the money that is necessary. The

only way that a Home can be run is by

the Committee itself, coupled with

the great help of the Warden and  



 

Staff. Therefore the 1nd1v1dual Homes

must be autonomous must run their

afiairs and manage them. The

Trustees can do nothing else but

delegate those duties to them.

Trustees co—ordinate

The duty of the Trustees is to help

co-ordinate and give advice, but no

more. The investments of the indivi-

dual Homes (of which we have spoken)

are the property of the Foundation.

The Homes themselves are also in law

the property of the Foundation. If a

loan is made to a Home it is not in law

a loan which is enforceable as a debt.

It is an inter-departmental arrange-

ment. When investments are made by

new Homes they are investing what is

in law the Foundation’s money, and

they ought to get the approval of the

Foundation. Obviously, the right

thing is for Homes to support them-

selves. Once they have a surplus, then

they ought to help other Homes in

need. But you have got to remember

this, these monies have been contri-

buted by the people for that particular

Home, and therefore, in point of law,

that is the trust imposed on them.

You cannot readily, or without

thought, hand over that money so

contributed to other places or other

countries. It can only be done

through the Foundation itself.

So you have two-way traffic. Those

Homes with plenty of money can invest

it through the Foundation, and the

Foundation can help those in need to

start up. The Managing Committee

should make the decision, subject to

the approval of the Trustees, always

remembering that in this way they

help to keep up the spirit of the whole

organisationfia Home which is doing

well today helping one which is

coming along.

Small headquarters

The whole essence of the central

organisation has been to have not a

great institution but a small family

afiair. 1 hope that Headquarters will

never become a great Headquarters

institution. It ought never to have so

much work put upon it that it is forced

to expand and expand. Headquarters

should remain a small co-ordinating

body, an advisory body, which holds

the legal title, and the work of the

Homes should be done under the

guidance of Regional Committees.

We are agreed that one of the most
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important developments needed is the

formation of Regional Committees

so that work can be decentralised,

while leaving the co-ordinating centre

in London.

Contrast in Asia and Africa

Now I want to go on to quite a

different topic. It has been my privi—

lege of late to visit different countries.

I have had the opportunity of seeing

the Cheshire Homes which have been

set up in India, in Nigeria, and in

Jordan. What a very different picture

from this country! Here you have

houses, you have stafi", you have the

Welfare State paying maintenance

grants. Abroad, in Asia and in Africa,

you have none of these advantages,

and the teeming millions are living

below subsistence level, even. in parts,

at starvation level. When one goes to

the Home at Dehra Dun, for instance,

one sees the poor children, some of

them mentally disabled, so crippled

and helpless that one almost thinks

“such and such were better dead”.

And then one sees all the poor starving

people outside? Can‘t something be

done for them? 1 think the only

answer is the answer of humanity, and

of Christianity . . . “Inasmuch as you

have done it unto one of the least of

these, you have done it unto Me."

But it goes further, in this sense. If

we can set the pattern of voluntary

and social service in this great coun-

try, it is a pattern and spirit which will

spread right through India.

Salvaflon through Christianity

Go across to Nigeria. You all know

what has happened in the Congo,

principally because there were no

educated men to take over. In

Nigeria, by contrast, they have educa-

tion, because, a hundred years ago,

missionaries went there, missionaries

who died like flies year after year.

They built better than they knew. The

education in Sierra Leone, or in

Nigeria, is such that upon it they can

now build their courts of administra-

tion and justice. In every village you

will see a village school—all different

denominations. Christian religion—

bringing education—will, 1 think, be

the salvation of these countries. As a

matter of interest, on the banks of the

Niger at Onitsha, there is being built

a great Cathedral, as large as the one

at Coventry, of which the Lady Chapel

is now completed. They have three

  



 

 

services every morning, each one

taking l,000 people, and are going to

expand that to 5,000. Some students

have made a Cross, and there are

windows set into the walls of all

colours of the rainbow, so that when

the sun floods through it shines upon

the Cross. It is a promising country.

Nigeria is Christian.

At Ibadan, there is a Cheshire

Home, and my wife and I went to see

the children there. They are crippled,

unable to walk, but so happy and

cheerful, as Nigerians are. The stafl“,

and all the good people helping, had

the spirit of service—the spirit of all

Cheshire Homes.

On the other side—East Africa‘

they are hoping for a Home, but

haven’t been able to start. Education,

Missions, are far behind there.

Come now to Bethlehem, as I did

at Christmas. Another children’s

home, with about eight children.

They gave me a tape recording of

these children singing Christmas carols

in Bethlehem—and very nice it is.

But the financial difficulties! Wing

Commander Wass, who has just gone

out there at the request of the GO,

was in despair. Miss Thomas, the

Sister-in-Charge, who was previously

at Seven Rivers and Alne Hall, is

getting £2 a week. What a challenge!

There in Bethlehem is a great idea.

Can’t we help to put this Home on its

feet? Those splendid people are won-

dering whether they will not have to

close down unless something is done.

Sowing good seed

Let me tell you more. Let us show

an example to Poland and other

countries of Europe which have not

known voluntary service as we have

it. We can by this movement sow the

seed of voluntary service, social ser-

vice, far beyond the confines of this

island. We can indeed do a good deal

for co-operation between the nations

of the world, and the other side of

the Iron Curtain. What I suggest is

that each Home in this country should

take, as its special interest and care,

one of the Homes overseas. I know

you have not got the moneyHmost of

you—to help, even if you legally

could, but can’t you write, can’t you

send clothing? The encouragement it

would give would be enormous. Can’t

you interchange staff? Couldn’t we

subscribe the funds for the cost of

passages? The Universities here make

a practice of seconding people to

Universities abroad to go out and

teach. Why couldn’t we have a similar

schemevwhereby some of our own

good staff can go out for about a year

and help?

It is obvious that all this does not

come directly within the scope of the

English organisation. We are the

Cheshire Homes for the Sick in the

United Kingdom, but we are part of

a wider world organisation. And we

stand or fall together. They are all

Cheshire Homes, and whatever hap-

pens in one country affects others.

Let me tell you that in one or two

countries people have been disturbed

at the plight into which the Cheshire

Homes have got. We can’t expect the

people of these countries to support

their Homes as our own country

supports us. They haven’t the means.

It is up to us to support them for the

good of the cause. And that is the

thought I want to leave with you.

I would also like to say, as Chair-

man of the Trustees, that I have not

time now to cope with all the great

increase of work which devolves on

the Chairman (indeed, I wonder

whether any of us have the time). As

a question of wisdom, and indeed of

expediency, we must rely on you~you

in your own Homes, you in the

Regions, to run your affairs properly.

What we must do is to try to keep the

spirit together, the spirit of the

Homes, of voluntary service, of

getting on with the job. By doing this

we shall surely find our own salvation.

 

A QUESTION OF PATIENCE

(continued from page 8)

“disabled resident” has been adopted,

and The Cheshire Smile has also made

great use of it over the last few years.

The correlative terms “resident staff”

or “resident helpers” have also been

used. thus distinguishing between the

disabled and the able-bods. Whether

these are the best terms we can find

remains to be seen. Another sugges-

tion has been made which emphasises

the family slant; it is to call us all

“members” of a family, a Cheshire

family.

Anyway, my purpose in writing

this editorial is to throw the matter

into the court of public discussion,

and publish various suggestions, points

of view, etc. So if you feel like writing

to me, whether or not you are in the

Homes, I shall be very glad to hear

from you.

 



Story of

an Apprenticeship

by C. Frances ]eram

Mrs. ]eram, who held the position of Warden at Le’_Court from I950—l952,

reviews the Group Captain’s new book

The Face of Victory by Leonard Cheshire. Hutchinson, I96I. lés.

universal eagerness to read it and to see what it is about, and

many of his admirers will hope that it is the Story of the

Cheshire Homes, which have made Leonard Cheshire an even more

fabulous figure than did the V.C. awarded in the last war for con-

tinued devotion to duty. Such people will be disappointed because

THE GROUP CAPTAIN has written another book! There will be

it only tells how the Homes began.

The author calls his book “the story l'

of an apprenticeship—the years which ‘

immediately precede our embarking 1

upon our life’s work are in a very

special sense an apprenticeship." One

feels he had an impelling need to set

this story down in writing, to satisfy l

himself, as it were, of the authenticity ,

of this time of training. If one can

prevent the rather unworthy thought

creeping into one’s mind from time

to time that it is easy to be wise after

the event, it is a remarkably enthral-

ling account of the early life of a man

predestined to become world-famous

in the cause of the relief of suffering.

The story easily divides itself into

three almost equal parts. The Group

Captain’s life in the Royal Air Force

(of which much has been written

before); the intermediate part about

the V.l.P. settlement and Leonard’s

convalescence in British Columbia;

and the final third about the coming

into being of the first hometand then

the second. with a tantalising epilogue

about the first Home in India, and

hinting at the world-wide organisation

that is to be. Through the whole book

runs the thread of Leonard’s purpose-

  

ful (and victorious) searching—his

search for God, and for a religion and

a cause to which he could devote his

life.

A personal testament

The Face of Victory is a very

personal testament, so inimitably

Leonard that it will be appreciated

and enjoyed far more by those who

know him than by the general public

to whom he is a legendary figure. One

of the most characteristic things about

him is that he appears to take no

account of toil and sweat and doubts

and despair, so that he makes every-

thing sound so ridiculously easy—and

the story of this apprenticeship is no

exception! Is it not significant that

many Cheshire Homes are situated on

the top of a hill? Notably the first in

England and the first in India.

Cheshire starts at the top and then

builds roads to get there afterwards.

That is the essential difference between

him and other ordinary mortals. He

sets the sights high—and he is already

there when most of us would still be

struggling up the first part of the

difficult ascent. Then there is his spirit

 

 



of adventure which is irresistible to all

who come in contact with him or read

about him. This, I think, more than

anything else about him accounts for

the cataclysmic effect he has on so

many lives. “Ordinary” people find

they are capable of moving mountains

to help their fellow-men. in this book

a remarkable fact is brought out ove1

and over againf—that this man whois

essentially an inspiration is himself

dependent on others for almost every

inspiration of his life. For instance,

he tells how when in trouble, during

the war, on a mission to Berlin, and

he gave the order to "stand by to

bale out", it was the wireless operator

who called out "Mr. Cheshire, you can

do better than that!"~and he could

and did. Later on he tells the story

(the true story not the legend) of how

Arthur Dykes came back to Le Court

to be nursed until he died. This was

the moment the Cheshire Homes were

born. It was Wendy Weddell who

suggested to Leonard that Arthur

should come to Le Court.

Disarming frankness

Then there is his disarming frank-

ness which leads him to write such

faintly suspect remarks as “How

much I wanted to be a good pilot . . .

. But I never was." is this sincere,

or is his tongue in his cheek? And

there is plenty of evidence of what has

often been referred to as his “dia-

bolical” sense of humour. He loves a

“”character and there are some very

telling little pen pictures. He is at his

warmest in his portrait of Grannie

Haines—the second patient to enter

a Cheshire Home. He is impatient of

Authority and tilts at the High Com-

mand and (rather unfairly) at the

clergy. But he has a need, a respect

and warm praise for those whose

authority really touches his life—his

A.O.C., his parents, Father Clarke,

“Deep down inside me i know it pays

to be taught by those who know."

So much is explained, and one feels

one knows Leonard much better after

reading this book. When two people

close to him try to dissuade him from

volunteering for 617 Squadron, the

Dambuste1s, he gives this cri de coem'

g“In this world so full of planning

. is there not room for a little

madness, or place for the heart not

the intellect to take charge?” And

after readingi"For if one wants to

fight, and God knows that 1 did, one

despises comfort; one has to"——at last

I understand whyin the early days at

Le Court Leonard found it necessary

to sleepin the summer house on a very

rickety old iron bedstead, the only

other piece of furniture an equally

ancient alarum clock!

To whom much is given . . .

This then is the account of a very

                                

years into which have been crammed

the experiences of many ordinary

lifetimes. It is short—only 174 pages,

and will be read by many in an even-

ing. At times he skips over months

or years in a page and at others he

goes into fascinating detail as in the

account of his journey to British

Columbia, though one wonders why

he wanted to give quite such a detailed

account of the laying-out of his first

patient! In the early pages the author

pays tribute to Fortune, and his story

shows how fortunate he has been—in

his home and background, his gifts,

his friends and indeed all his relation-

ships. His opportunities, his privi-

leges—even the supreme privilege of

suffering. But “to whom much is

given . . . much is required"—and his

isastewardship of which he can be very

proud to give account. He says, “1’“

remember that an opportunity missed

is missed for ever and come what may

1’” never hesitate again~not once

l've caught sight of the target." The

target—Abe relief of sufiering on a

world-wide scale. A life‘s work that

few but Leonard Cheshire would have

the courage to attempt. The Face of

Victory reveals much to us about this

very exceptional, but essentially human

man.

Points of View

(Extracts from Press Notices of The Face of Victory)

“His book is a warm and moving

testament to the goodness of life.”

—Denis Thomas, Sunday Dispatch.

. . . He began to think, and his

thoughts turned to action. Yes, to

action. That is why this book—and

 



Since the War. Group Captain Leonard Cheshire's work on behalf

of suffering humanity has made him an international figure. loved

with reverence and humility. The Cheshire Homes are known

throughout the world, but how did they come into being? Above

all, what made Leonard Cheshire turn from war to serve his fellows?

in The Face ofVictory Leonard Cheshire tells with a wealth of fascinating

detail just how this astonishing change in his pattern of life came about.

Leonard Cheshire, V.C.
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the Odyssey it records‘is so different

from most confessions on paper.

“For it does not preach. Nor does

it pontificate. Instead, it shows, in

simple language, how one man came

to save his soul by fighting a new kind

of war, in peacetime.

“A war against the indifference too

many of us feel towards the plight of

the unwanted and the unloved: the

very old and the very helpless, above

all, the doomed ones. soon to die.

“Not a very cheerful crusade, your

reaction may be. Wasn‘t there some—

thing rather morbid, rather odd about

such a complete abandonment of all

the pleasures of the springtime of

one‘s own life?

"You will not feel like that when

you have finished reading this testa-

ment. ’

—Godfrey Winn, Daily Express.

Enjoy your

hobby

even more

with . ..
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, His early idealistic efforts were

not very well thought out, perhaps,

but the Cheshire Homes have proved

an admirable enterprise. Yet one still

feels uneasy about him: is it that the

men and women for whom he has done

so much seem somehow to be inciden-

tals to his turbulent, compulsive

pursuit ofhis own spiritual salvation?“

——Smm'ay Times.

“The Face of Victory is a book to

ruminate upon not only to make one’s

mind up about too swiftly. In fact it

is a challenge to the reader5 judgment;

for we are learning the experiences of

no ordinary man with no ordinary

views." ——Tlie Sphere.

The daemon that drives Group

Captain Cheshire on seems always to

have been a strange mixtuie of

idealism with a longing to compel

mankind for its own good.

——T/Ie Times Literaiy Supplement.

.The Face of Victory adds little

to the story we know, but is indis-

pensable to our understanding of its

meaning. Leonard Cheshire is not

at his best when he tries to analyse

his own response to the providential

pattern of his life. As soon as he begins

to generalise our attention falters . . .

“If the Gospels are to be believed

the credentials of Christ in the world

are the pity and pardon his followers

bring to the sick and the suffering

and the imprisoned. The Face of

Victory is much more than one man’s

story, moving though it be. It is a

reminder that the primacy of charity

is not merely a theological proposition

to be accepted; it is a life to be lived,

and the Cheshire Mission is provi-

dentially achieving just that—~the

presence of Christ among men."

~Tlie Tablet.

“All Christians, whatever their

particular allegiance, must be filled

with admiration, approaching awe, at

this proof positive, in modern times,

of the invincible power of a faith

which was prepared 'to take God

literally at His word, and which has

found, through obedience, the joy of

service and the satisfaction of the

heart‘s desire."—T/1e Clmreli Times.
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As soon as G.C. returned from Warsaw, he flew over to

Ireland, where he spent twenty—four hours meeting the

newly—formed Irish Trust and seeing the first Irish Horne, Ardeen,

at Shillelagh which has been made available by the Fitzwilliam

family. Lady F1tzwilliam and Lady

Wicklow have been working hard to 1

get the movement going in Ireland. 1

Appropriately enough, the Spring i , , , .

Conference, with some twenty-seven 1 the cover this time 1s one of the nicest

Homes represented, was held this i we have seen of theChesh1re family.

year at the Irish Club in London on i The Daily Mflil, WhICh DUbllShed the

28th January. A report on this will DlCtUl'e, mentioned that 1'{105[ parents

appear in our June issue. tried to shield their ofispring from the

unpleasantness in life. GC. and Sue

. Last. December, there was an Evil? 53.. 2%"2’121‘; fillii’lgwfii’. $21;
fiffigrfieagdfigsj‘géang [gigglegr 2:. work for the sick and destitute.

representatives from the Homes, under 5503:;3é ttllieatregsenzgnigirgémfeosgg

ggfihairmatnsthhlg ¥.:lderm§nbAéglnur herself worrying whether it was good

mittezs’orfnethe CheshiiieceFoilndation for Jeroriny to grow 1? Khereéie would

Trust to discuss financial policy. Mr. (tabla/3;]: aware O t e su ermg in

F. Johnson came from Staunton '

Harold, Mr. R. S. 'Worthington from * * *

St. Cecilia’s, and Sir Christopher . - - .

Lighten from Le Court. Mrs. Clarke “11:115.“ lilfilyaandj dont a? $61

from Hovenden, undaunted by the will dndigsltganci'veiy ciliglngn thgspilt:
dullness and complexity of the agenda, for the helpless which is the driving

played an important part in the f
orce of his parents lives? That was

discussions. This meeting, and sub- the question posed in The Sunday

sequent discussions, may have a ,

significant effect on the future rela- €131)"rd? abyn thethRex“Krill? “gag-1n

tions of the Trustees and the Homes, 2:11:39? r1 ‘gth S] ta 1? 0 t .6

following the present striking period B S 1rhs' WlS th at 15:) la dcerjafln

of growth, both at home and abroad. oroug 1n ou ern ng an ' e
U.D.C. had turned down a Home for

* * * mentally handicapped children be-
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DURING JANUARY, the Group Captain and Sue visited Poland.

We hope readers will agree with

our opinion that the photo used on

* * 3%
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HELPS YOU lN—HELPS YOU OUT

A boon to invalids and elderly people,

ideal for children. Easily fitted, no altera-

tion to bath or taps. Types to suit any

style of tap. Chromium with white rubber

grips. Width 25in. for standard bath

(other sizes to order). All sizes 98/4 inc.

P/T, plus 4/9 P/Pkg. Write now for illus-

trated leaflet.

  

 

(Patent applied for)

FOR INVALIDS,

HANDICAPPED

OR ELDERLY

PEOPLE

 

Fits around any type of free-standing W.C.

and can also be used with kitchen or dining

chairs. Strong, tubular steel construction. .

cream stoved enamel finish. Simple to

dismantle (or handling and transporting.

In use in many British Hospitals. 9Z/-.

inc. P/T. plus 7/6 P/Pkg. Leaflet on request.

 

FOR SAFETY, COMFORT AND

CONVENIENCE IN THE BATH

Designed specifically for the aged and

handicapped who find it difficult or impos-

sible to sit in the bath. Made in chromium-

plated tubular steel with non-slip (com-

pressed cork seat and tested to carry a

weight of 40 stones. In sizes to suit every

type of bath. £3.12, inc. P/T, plus 4/6 P/Pkg.

Write today for illustrated leaflet.
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cause it was next door to two private

schools which had protested. Are the

children of these two schools. asks the

writer, as likely as Jeromy to learn

sympathy for those less fortunate

than themselves? All parents are

faced with that problem/at what

stage should you be prepared to let

your children see for themselvcs~

even to sharefisome of the unhappi-

ness they are bound to meet sooner or

later? Mr. Martin surely scores a

point in saying, “It is undeniable that

as long as you insulate children from

contact with pain and distress you

deny them the use of the finest quality

“compassion."

The St. Teresa‘s news in this issue

features the £250 which has! been

raised in Cornwall. entirely by the

disabled residents of the Home for

the International Centre, Raphael. at

Dehra Dun. The residents at St.

Teresa's are sponsoring and aim to

pay for the entire Children‘s Unit at

Raphael. This gift is the largest so

far. but not the only one, in a move-

ment. inspired by G.C.. for the Ches-

hire Homes in this country to sponsor

the development of Cheshire and

Ryder—Cheshire projects overseas. Last

summer the proceeds of the Patients

Handicrafts Stall at the Le Court

Fete. amounting to just over £50, were

allocated to the Home for burnt«out

leprosy patients at Katpadi, South

India. Then, as a special Christmas

present, a cheque for £20 was sent by

the Cheshire Leprosy Fund to the

Leprosy Unit at Raphael, the money

having been raised again by residents

in the English Homes. Needless to

say, all these gifts have brought, or

will bring. immense pleasure to the

beneficiaries.

>l< * >l=

One of our Trustees. Mr. Wilfrid

Russell. was in India again during

November and December. He visited

Bethlehem House, outside Bombay.

and spent some time with the patients.

The extension to the Home, Carney

Cottage. is large and spacious, a

wonderful addition to this pleasant

Home, set in lovely jungle country.

yet almost within the circuit of Bom—

bay’s international airport.

* * it

In Madras, Mr. Russell renewed

his friendship with Mr. Jagadisan,

 



who has done so much for the Cheshire

movement in India. We are assured

that all the Homes and Olficers in that

country are eagerly awaiting the

Group Captain’s pending visit. G.C.

left London immediately after the

Spring Conference.

3% * =i=

A new powerful personality has

joined the family in India. He is

Mr. Paddy O’Leary, who has suc-

ceeded Mr. Larry Donnelly as Manag—

ing Trustee of the Indian Trust in

Calcutta. He will be coming to

England and Ireland on leave in April.

* >2< it;

John O’Regan has been back in

this country on leave from Nigeria,

and was a welcome visitor at the

Spring Conference Everyone was

glad to hear news from his part of

West Africa, which is so much in the

news nowadays.

* * *

Some of our politically-minded

readers may know that Sir Maurice

Dorman is Governor of Sierra Leone,

the West African territory that is due

to become an independent member of

the Commonwealth at the end of

April. He and Lady Dorman have

become interested in the Cheshire

Homes; they are hopeful that it may

be possible to start one in the capital,

Freetown, soon. Their home is at

Marlborough in Wiltshire. At a lunch

in Market Mews recently they invited

Margot Mason to visit Freetown, and

stay with them. Miss Mason accepted

the offer and flew out there in February.

* >1: 2*

If you turn to page 51 you will

find the news from Spoflorth Hall

written by Joseph Twist, who is a

disabled resident at the Home. You

will be interested to know that his

brother, Harry Twist, is Deputy

High Commissioner at Kaduna, capi-

tal of the Northern Region of Nigeria

(he was formerly Deputy High Com—

missioner in Bombay). We are sure

he will do all he can to help get a

Home started at Kaduna.

* Fl! *

Maidstone. in Kent, has been the

scene of a typical Cheshire operation

2]

recerxtly~~probably the first since

Hovenden House was taken over.

Again, the participants were Margot

Mason and two helpers. With May

Cutler and Mary Gibson. Margot

moved into Mote House, and camped

out on the floor of this large and, at

the time, empty mansion, which the

Maidstone Borough Council has

generously made available to the

Foundation at a peppercorn rent. As

so often happens when this type of

operation takes place, it is not long

before astonished neighbours turn up

with help of all kinds and with, what

is probably more important, their

interest aroused and their enthusiasm

stirred. Elsewhere in this issue we

publish a news bulletin from Mote

House. written by Mrs. Jane Prentis,

the Secretary. It is hoped to take in

eight patients before long. and to hand

over the Home to a Committee of

local people.

=r * s;

I have been asked to tell you about

a lovely American Cocker Spaniel of

some four months, owned by the

Matron of Spofiorth Hall, Mrs.

Watson. She has called it “Cheshire“,

and is anxious to find a “home" for

it in a Cheshire Home. If one of the

Homes would like to adopt it would

they get in touch with Mrs. Watson

at Spofiorth? Incidentally, before

Mrs. Watson came to the Cheshire

Home she held the position of Matron

at one of the biggest government

hospitals in the West Indies, at

Bridgetown, Barbados.

* It *

To pass now from dogs to ginger

beer. I want to tell you about a new

idea for making money and slakjng

thirsts. Sheila Russell, wife of

Wilfrid Russell, and sister of Colonel

Leslie Sawhny, former Chairman of

the Indian Cheshire Foundation.

makes the most delicious ginger beer.

She is quite willing to send anyone in

the Cheshire Homes a “culture" from

her stock, together with some direc-

tions for making this stuff. With these.

and a few dozen empty cider bottles,

you will be all ready to make an exce|~

lent beverage, for sale at the summer

fete. What about it? Anyone inter-

ested should write to Mrs. Sheila

Russell. c/o 7 Market Mews, London.

W.l.

 



Forgotten Allies Trust

Founder: Sue Ryder, O.B.E.

The following notes are published

to bring readers up-to-date in

regard to the work being done by

Sue Ryder and her associates

All correspondence. enquiries, gifts and donations to

Sue Ryder Home

for Concentration Camp Survivors

Cavendish, SulTolk

This Home was founded eight years

ago by Sue Ryder to carry on the

holiday scheme started by herself and

ex-members of the Resistance Move-

ment in Denmark. Between 100-130

victims of the Nazi concentration and

penal camps come here each year for

a stay varying from two weeks to three

months at a cost of about £30 per

head. An entertainments committee

composed of Rotarians in East Anglia

are responsible for organising outings

to places of interest. Due to the kind-

ness of Lady Hyde Parker and Sir

Germany:

Richard Hyde Parker and the National

Trust, the south wing at Melford Hall

was renovated and used as additional

accommodation.

Following a World Refugee Year

Home Office concession, twenty-five

disabled, stateless “survivors" have

been admitted to Cavendish on a per-

manent basis, including three married

couples with their children. Hickleton

Hall has recently been acquired as an

extension for these sick Forgotten

Allies.

St. Christopher Settlement

This consists of a large villa and

eight houses for disabled and ex-TB

survivors of prisoner of war, penal and

concentration camps. The Settlement,

which accommodates sixty persons,

has been largely built by volunteers

from sixteen different countries. Don-

ations and subscriptions amounting to

over £30,000 have been raised in

England.

Secretary: Mr. Jerzy Budkiewicz.

St. Christopher Kries

Since 1945 Sue Ryder has been

responsible for the visiting, after care

and rehabilitation of the Stateless

boys in German prisons, many of

them convicted for reprisals against

their former torturers.

The case load in the past was over

one thousand of Russian, Serbian,

Polish, Czech, Estonian, Latvian,

Lithuanian, Rumanian and Hungarian
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nationality. Although the number has

now dropped to approximately 140

boys there is still much to be done, not

only in trying to give them encourage-

ment and hope while in prison but in

providing them with a fresh start upon

their discharge.

Chairman: H.H. Princess Margaret

of Hesse Lind bei Rhein.
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Individual Case Work

This involves much travelling

throughout the country, visiting camps

and hospitals, selection and docu-

mentation of children to be educated

in England. At Christmas, over 700

parcels are sent to the sick and others

in need.

Poland

Following her relief work in 1945

in many camps, hospitals and prisons

of Western Germany for the Stateless

survivors of Nazism, Sue Ryder drove

in her small Austin car “Alice”

through Czechoslovakia to Poland in

April 1958, to see what could be done

in various ways for the Relief of

Suffering in that country. It was

agreed with the Ministry of Health in

Warsaw that the Forgotten Allies

Trust should provide Homes for the

care and rehabilitation of the sick and

disabled. For the Poles victory was

not to prove the release it was for us.

With Warsaw in ruins (92 per cent

utterly destroyed), 2,677 hospitals and

other health service centres gutted

(deliberately, when not in the inevitable

consequences of war) and the country

desolate, the Polish Government had

to think first of getting some sort of a

roof over people’s heads and secondly

of restarting their industries—10,200

factories and 6,000 schools were

destroyed. Even today, despite all the

efforts that have been made, the

position of the sick and disabled is

desperate enough. Hospitals are

grossly overcrowded and can only

admit those who have a reasonable

certainty of being cured; drugs and

medicines are extremely scarce and

costly; 30,000 cancer patients alone

die every year without hospitalisation

or indeed without anything to relieve

their pain. Geographically and politi-

cally situated as she is, Poland has

received no Marshal Aid or any of the

incalculable material advantages that

have enabled Western Europe to

attain its present state of almost

bursting prosperity.

Because of the scarcity of building

materials the Homes take the form of

prefabricated buildings made in Wol-

verhampton and shipped out to

Gdynia where the Ministry of Health

and Social Welfare then takes them

over. The work is recognised as hav-

ing no other objective than the relief

of sufiering, and in consequence rela-

tions are very cordial—a hopeful sign

of what can be done even in the field

of international understanding by

ordinary individuals.

Sue Ryder is doing everything she

possibly can to provide ten more

Homes by the winter of 1962. The

Homes are designed for forty patients

each and cost £6,000 to buy, added to

which must be found the beds, fur-

nishings, equipment, some drugs, etc.

£60,000 will pay the British share of

the next ten Homes, all of which will

be spent in this country, and which in

addition to relieving a great deal of

distress and suffering, will help to

prove to our Polish friends that they

are by no means just our Forgotten

Allies.

The Ryder-Cheshire Club

Twickenham, Middlesex

To help the needs of those disabled

for whom a Cheshire Home is not the

immediate answer, a club is being

formed in Twickenham, Middlesex.

The Ryder-Cheshire Club, as it will

be known, will promote social contact

between the disabled and the able

members of the community. Providing

that suitable premises can be found, it

is hoped to start meeting every two

weeks from the beginning of April,
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increasing to weekly meetings as soon

as possible.

The main aims of the Club will be

to provide opportunity for meeting

other people, to foster individual

visiting and help in the home, to pro-

vide work in the home for those who

need it, and lastly, to banish loneliness

by giving those members who require

it, the opportunity to live as full a life

as their ability allows.

 



  

DRAMUSART

Drama, Music and Art for the Disabled

Readers will remember that we

announced ‘ the inauguration of

Dramusart in our September I960

issue. It is run in association with the

Peter Slade Centre for Drama

Therapy. Their first venture is a

Play Reading Competition, of which

the organising secretary is Len Harper,

of St. Teresa‘s Cheshire Home,

Penzance. He has sent a circular to all

the Homes, from which we quote the

following:

“There is, without doubt. a fair

amount of interest in amateur theatri-

cals among some of the residents in all

the Cheshire Homes. yet, because of

their disability, these same residents

feel they are unable to take part in a

play. There is, however, a way to

overcome this handicap . . .

“Providing a person can read fairly

well and speak clearly a great deal of

pleasure can be got out of play—

reading. Get three or four together

and you have a Play Reading Group.

“We hope there will be sufficient

interest aroused in most, if not all the

Homes for Play Reading Groups to

be formed. The first circular is to find

out how many Homes are willing to

form their group, and Well,

‘Have a Go‘ in the Competition."

Plays will be chosen by the Homes

themselves and will be recorded on

tape. It is intended that the tapes will

then be judged by a panel of experts.

When the judging has taken place

tapes will be available for exchange

between the Homes.

A Photographic Service at: Cavendish

A photographic service is now avail-

able for the general public at the Sue

Ryder Home, Cavendish, Sulfolk.

Developing, printing and enlarging is

done, and the work is guaranteed first

quality, individual attention being paid

to every orderj Copies of the price list

can be obtained from the Photographic

Section at the above address. Orders

are completed 48 hours after negatives

are received. This work helps the dis

abled who undertake it to find a new

purpose in life.

 

AN ENQUIRY INTO TRICYCLE DESIGN

(Reproducedfrom ‘The Magic Carpet’, journal of the

Invalid Tricycle Association)

"Mobility for the Disabled" has

always been the policy of the Invalid

Tricycle Association ever since its

inception, and in particular, efforts to

improve the design of invalid tricycles.

However, for some time now not much

has been done in this way, and, at the

last Quarterly Meeting of the Associa~

tion’s Management Committee, the

whole subject was discussed and it was

decided to set up a Technical Advisory

Committee, under the Chairmanship

of Mr. John Wavish, to investigate

the whole subject of the design of
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modern invalid tricycles in all its

various aspects, including some of

their shortcomings. The results of

this Committee‘s investigations will

be published in due course, and passed

on to the various authorities concerned

in the hope that they will be accepted

and be incorporated in future designs.

This, we hope, will not only be of

benefit to members of the Invalid

Tricycle Association, but also to

tricycle users generally, including

those in the Cheshire Homes.



 

How I Got Involved with Cheshire—3

Ald. J. S. Stephens, J.P., C.C.

Ald. Stephens is Hon. Chairman,

Management Committee, St. Teresa's

 

wonderful work of Group Captain Leonard Cheshire and the

I HAVE OFTEN wondered myself how I became involved with the

man himself in particular, and Ihave come to the conclusion that

it was a series of events rather than the man himself.

I well remember the day that the

Deputy Town Clerk of Penzance,

Mr. J. H. D. Nicholas, who was my

Secretary during my Mayoralty, in—

formed me that he had arranged

an appointment with a Mrs. Murray

who was seeking my help and assist-

ance with regard to the Cheshire

Home at Predannack, The Lizard.

Having read some time previously

in a magazine of the activities of this

famous war-time pilot and having

quite definitely arrived at the con-

clusion that he was quite out of touch

with normal everyday life and its

obligations, I was quite certain that

his activities were doomed to failure.

Nevertheless, I agreed to see Mrsr

Murray and listened to what she had

to say. I was so impressed with what

she told me that I made up my mind

to go and see for myself what this

man, Group Captain Cheshire, was

trying to do.

So, a few days later, with my wife

and Mrs. Murray, we drove to Predan-

nack, thirty miles from Penzance, to

see for ourselves what was happening

on this derelict aerodrome near The

Lizard, right out in the wilds. What

I was confronted with on that day

decided me—there and then— that I

must do something to help, but how?

After giving very careful thought on

ways and means, I decided to draw up

a list of names of persons living within

the area who I thought might be pre-

pared to work and help these unfor-

tunate people, if only I could get

them to go and see the Predannack

ex-R.A.F. huts, called St. Teresa’s

Home, where the patients were living

in a very primitive manner.

A meeting was convened at the

Town Hall in the Mayor’s Parlour

and a cross—section of well-known

people, plus a list that Mrs. Murray

ested in this work. Unknown to me

at that time, our Trustee, Lady St.

Levan, was very actively working

behind the scenes. ‘

The outcome of this meeting was

first of all that everyone should go to

Predannack to see for themselves

what the position was.

0n arriving at the Home we were

met by three or four people who had

been acting as a caretaker-committee

during the Group Captain’s enforced

stay at Midhurst. They were most

anxious to hand over their responsi-

bilities as the financial position was

very precarious and, indeed, very

desperate. The immediate reaction

of all of us, when we arrived back at

Penzance, was to take over and form

a Management Committee and find

ways and means to raise funds to

save this desperate position.

During this initial period, our

hard-working Secretary, Mrs. Murray,

was working almost day and night in

dealing with the correspondence and

arranging meetings, etc., and Group

Captain Cheshire~ill in Midhurst

Sanatorium—refused to be denied

an active part in forming the policy

we were to adopt. As it was impossible

for him to meet us in person and

discuss the numerous problems which

confronted us, he found a very

modern and simple way of expressing

his thanks and views by using a tape-

recorder and sending me the recorded

5
l

/ provided, of people who were inter-
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tapes by post and seeking my observa-

tions. It was my only contact up to

now with Group Captain Cheshire,

but for some reason or other I felt

that I was dealing with a great per-

sonal friend whom I had known over

a period of years. One thing I am

certain of, that Group Captain

Cheshire somehow, somewhere, had

inspired and enthused us all with an

enthusiasm and determination to

help those less fortunate than our-

selves.

It was apparent to everyone from

the start that with the difficulties

confronting us at Predannack. such

as stafi" and a most unsuitable build-

ing, our number-one priority was to

find some suitable alternative accom-

modation, preferably nearer to a town

with the obvious advantages of staffing

and also very important from the

patients” point of view, that it would

give them the opportunity of meeting

people and living a more normal life

such as we ourselves enjoyed.

At last after a very extensive survey

of the area around Penzance, with

very little success, our hard-working

Secretary, Mrs. Murray, offered the

Management Committee her home at

Gulval. This at first sight seemed to

be the ideal type of home we were

looking for and we accepted our

Secretary’s offer to purchase her

home. Without delay she had pur-

chased a caravan, leaving her home

with her family, and taking up resi-

dence in the caravan at the bottom of

the garden so that we could move the

patients in. However, we began to

have doubts in our minds as to whether

this was in fact the right type of Home

for most of our patients who were in

wheel-chairs. Finally it was agreed

that we had to think again on different

lines in our effort to find a more suit-

able type of building. True to the

Cheshire spirit, and without hesitation,

Mrs. Murray agreed that she would

not hold the Management Committee

to the purchase of her house, and we

were free to go ahead and build a new

Home without all the difficulties of a lift

and door-widths, etc., for the free

movement of wheeled chairs.

At our first meeting dealing with

this problem, it was agreed to build

a Home, costing not more than £6,000.

But having, by this time, engaged a

local architect, we were informed by

him that to do a first-class job, we

 

Alderman J. Stephens talking to Miss D. Mann (former Chairman, Ampthill

Chexhire Home) at Family Day 1959.
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should go to £8.000—that was the

limit it would cost. So the architect

was instructed to prepare plans for a

Home costing not more than this

amount.

After a very thorough survey of all

the possible sites around Penzance

and district, without success, it was

only by chance that we eventually

found the site that the Home is now

built upon.

It was while 1 was driving from

Penzance to Marazion that I happened

to look towards a plantation of fir

trees (owned by Lord St. Levan of

St. Michael‘s Mount). Alongside.

there was some rough, scrub land,

which attracted my attention. So I

stopped my car and had a closer look

at the possibilities and the longer I

looked, the more positive 1 was that

this was the ideal site.

I immediately drove back to my

office and telephoned Lady St. Levan

that I had found a wonderful site for

our new Homefineedless to say,

Lady St. Levan was delighted. I

explained where it was, not then

knowing it was the property of the

St. Levan family until I had finished
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  my description of its whereabouts.

On being informed by Lady St. Levan

that it was Lord St. chan‘s property

we agreed to make arrangements to

meet with the agent. Mr. Rowe, on

the site to see what the possibilities

were. The following day. I met

Lord and Lady St. Levan with their

agent and it did not take long to

obtain their approval. As a matter

of fact. it was agreed that the site

should be given free. as a Deed of

Gift, for the new Cheshire Home, and

today it is one of the most beautiful

sites in West Cornwall overlooking

Mount’s Bay and the mystical St.

Michael’s Mount.

By this time our architect had

prepared draft plans and Group

Captain Cheshire had left Midhurst

and returned to Predannaek on coni

valescence. I well remember the day

I went along with the draft plans. to

meet the Group Captain for the first

time. It was not like meeting someone

you had not seen beforeiit was as

though we were colleagues doing a

job of work together. It was not long

before I realised that here was a man

who knew what was required but had

still both feet firmly on the ground

and the impressions I had gained after

reading the article in the magazine

were completely not in keeping with

the man himself. Today. thanks to

Lord and Lady St. Levan. and one

of the best Committees of which I

have been privileged to act as Chair-

man, we have a wonderful, modern

home, far in excess of that envisaged

in those early days. The credit for

this achievement must certainly belong

to Leonard Cheshire who inspired

every one of usfiand we are all

delighted to have been involved with

“Cheshire".

 

NIGERIA

The little children‘s Home in lbadan

is flourishing, thanks to the kindness

of many people. There are now three

girls and seven boys. It is an extremely

happy group of children. and visitors

to the Home are always impressed by

their unfailing cheerfulness. Plans are

afoot for building a larger Home, and

everybody is looking forward to the

time when Group Captain Cheshire

will visit Nigeria.
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TERMS OF REFERENCE

A11 urliele on a much (Iii-cursed topic which 111'

referred to in our Editorial on page 5.

Cheshire Smile there was a letter

from T.A.D. which was a cri de

caeur against being called a patient.

Perhaps this is a good time to consider

if and why "patient” is not a suitable

name to call the disabled people who

come to live in Cheshire Homes.

What does the word “patient" con-

jure 11p in general? A sick person.

Now the American rehabilitation

expert Dr. Henry Kessler once quoted

Balzac, “Most of us are ordinary

people seeking extraordinary des-

tinies" and added, “The physically

handicapped are extraordinary in that

they seek only ordinary destinies”.

Nobody could say being sick is an

ordinary destiny. In the revolution of

the attitude towards disablemcnt that

has taken place since the 1930’s

special emphasis has been placed on

the importance of building up a

healthy and positive outlook on life

in those who (in the present state of

medical knowledge) are permanently

disabled. And as you are called so

will you tend to behave, and so will

other people tend to behave towards

you. Therefore I would say that

“patient" is an unhealthy, retrograde

and negative term for people who have

to accept physical handicap and make

as full and productive a life as they

can.

For some reason the Welfaie State

made no provision beyond the chronic

ward for badly disabled people who

could not live at home. It is not

necessary to describe what misery that

can imply, particularly for younger

men or women penned check by jowl

with the senile and dying. Group

Captain Cheshi1es imaginative experi-

ment at Le Court. which has grown

into the rapidly expanding Cheshire

Foundation, is almost the only

attempt at solving the problem of life

‘as distinct from existence—for men

and women too severely disabled to

fend for themselves. By setting up

IN the Christmas issue of The Homes where they can live togethei in

groups pooling the labour necessary

for washing, dressing and feeding

and where they have opportunities

for the development of their poten-

tials and for giving as well as receiving.

he has brought them new hope.

What are we in the Cheshire Homes

trying to do, when a roof, food and

physical help have been provided?

Surely we should be striving for

maturity for ourselves and those with

whom we live; maturity in every aspect

of our beings. self-government in

every sense of the word. Compara-

tively few able-bodied people achieve

emotional maturity, so this is an

ambitious goal, but living together in

small groups can be the ideal environ—

ment for its achievement. It is

astonishing how much new members

of a community, whether disabled or

staff, often develop in six months or a

yea1 in a permissive atmosphere.

responsibility, work a sense of pur—

pose (communal as well as personal)

make people who are happy above

the average.

At the Eighth World Congress of

the International Society for the

Welfare of Cripples in New York last ~

year it was decided to change the

name of the organisation to the

International Society for Rehabilita-

tion of Disabled, altering the whole

emphasis from the passive to the

dynamic. What about the Cheshire

Foundation following an example of

the modern trend in all social work.

crossing out “for the sick“ from their

title. and giving up the name “patients"

for their disabled residents? Patients

are not expected to exercise maturity

or responsibility, and their sole

immediate purpose is to get better.

“Residents“ may be a dull word, but

at least it hasn’t the implications

“patients” has. Anyway, somebody

might think ofa better.

BARBARA BEASLEY.

 



  

 

Holiday Camp for the Disabled

Weymouth—4th to Ilth May, l96l

We have much pleasure in publishing the following letter:

“We would like to bring to the

notice ofyour readers a holiday scheme

which, through the initiative of Dr.

Rowland Farrell, is now being ar-

ranged for disabled people in May

(Thursday 4th to 11th) at Pontin’s

Riviera, Bowleaze Cove, Weymouth.

“At this camp, a holiday can be

enjoyed where the special needs of

handicapped people are the immediate

concern of the Camp Committee. The

main purpose of the Camp is to pro-

vide a holiday for those whose dis-

abilities are such that it prevents them

from benefiting from the ordinary

holiday facilities of a hotel, boarding

house or any other holiday camp.

Helplessness, therefore, is not a bar to

acceptance, provided the visitor is not

entirely bed-ridden, but the final

decision on the suitability of any case

must rest with the medical ofificer.

“At the Camp, open corridors run

the entire length of each wing, connect-

ing the chalet-type bedrooms with the

central block, which houses the public

rooms. Each bedroom has washing

facilities. The hotel will provide as

full a programme of entertainment as

possible. We hope to arrange coach

excursions, and for those who can

manage it, boating trips.

“Accommodation is limited to 200.

Disabled people must be between the

ages of 16 and 60. (Children will only

be accepted if within a family party).

"Nursing assistance is provided

through volunteers, but to augment

this, severely disabled people should,

if possible, be accompanied by rela-

tives or friends who could help them.

The number of helpers required for a

group party will be determined prior

to the opening of the camp.

“Applications and medical certifi-

cates must be sent by 3lst March.

The cost of the week’s holiday is

£5 103. per person. Enquiries should

be addressed to the Hon. Camp Sec.,

Holidays for the Disabled, “Bank-

burn", Empshott, Liss, Hants."

 

G.C. Visits the Home in Bethlehem

On Wednesday February 8th, 1961,

at 3.15 pm, the young Cheshire Home

in Bethlehem received, with utmost

pleasure, its Head of Family, the

Group Captain Cheshire. He did not

stay long, but the impression he made

will long stay in the hearts of all who

met him there.

The ladies’ committee of the

Cheshire Home in Bethlehem held

a tea party in honour of the great

guest. I said “great” before seeing

the Group Captain and I say it now

after seeing him for the first time,

while I feel so sure of his greatness.

He is great in his spirit and courage.

During the tea party I heard the ladies

whispering to each other, saying “He

is a saint”, “He is an angel”. And so

he is, or else how could he accomplish

so much work with nothing but Will

and Faith. His will that only finds

happiness where it gives it and his

strong faith in God and in the good

that exists in every human soul.

The chairman, Mrs. Kattan, spoke

on behalf of the ladies‘ committee

after which, the Group Captain sat to

hear and answer every question, that

each of the ladies put, in the benefit

and favour of the Cheshire Home in

Bethlehem.

The little children at the Home

sang for the G.C. and showed their

handiworks and embroideries which

they learn from their teacher at the

Home.

At 5.30 pm. the Group Captain

left for Jerusalem where he was to

attend a cocktail party at Dr. Boase’s

house, at the Ophthalmic Hospital

of St. John.

On February 7th the Group Captain

visited His Majesty King Hussein of

Jordan, at his castle in Amman.

It is a great pleasure to mention

that our inspired young King has been

very gracious to our young Home and

we are whole-heartedly most grateful

to him. JULIA MURAD CHELICO,

(Secretary, Ladies’ Conmlirree).
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Evading the Issue?

From David Barnard-Smith of Twickenham

May I quote from the second para-

graph of the article on Staunton

Harold in the last Cheshire Smile?

“It IS a perfect setting for a Cheshire

Home, far enough away from towns

to ensure privacy from the embarras—

sing stare of those so~called normal

people who look upon the physically

handicapped as something in the same

category as a freak show.”

I would not presume to say that

Staunton Harold is not the perfect

setting for a Cheshire Home because

I have not been there. I would not

deny that there are people who look

upon the physically handicapped as

something one might see in a side-

show. But I strongly disagree with

the assertion that one should shut

oneself away, seek privacy, because of

it. This is surely evading the issue, and

as such, is to be deplored whole-

heartedly.

As an interested spectator in the

development of the Cheshire Homes,

it seems to me that it is not only the

basic theme for the relief of suffering

which is important, but also the idea

that, through its work, the movement

has a unique opportunity in the field

of human affairs to promote and foster

the ideals of friendship, peace and co-

operation between all men, wherever

they may be. This opportunity arises

from the basic principle stated in The

Cheshire Smile—that patients are

admitted according to need, irrespec-

tive of race, social status, religion, all

being asked to live together as one

family. This is especially important

in View of the recent historic meetings

of leading Christian Churchmen.

Those who watched a television dis-

cussion between the Archbishop of

York and the Roman Catholic Arch-

bishop of Liverpool, will have heard

that it is no use sitting down and

arguing about our differences~and

perhaps hating the other person

because of his views—but so much

better to take action upon that which

we do agree.

How can we individually take

action? I believe it is up to each one

of us—patient. staff or friend—to give

the Homes and the principles behind

them as much publicity as possible—

if necessary making oneselfa nuisance

in doing so, in order that people

cannot help but take notice. It is up
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to the patients 'to help by seeking the

fullest recognition and integration

with the community, not by avoiding

the embarrassing stares of people. It

is by direct personal contact that the

latent force, which I am sure the

Homes have, can be exerted on Society,

and thereby the prejudice of many

people for the disabled overcome.

Until one sees for oneself, the Homes

are just one more of many organisa-

tions concerned with the disabled and

warranting no special merit. How

much stronger will be that latent force

where the residents of the Homes take

as active a part in the life of the

community as they can? As with any

other member of a community, those

who are able should be prepared to

work, to give that best, not only for

themselves, but for others who are

worse off than they are, Although the

individual contribution may be small,

the rewards available when everyone

takes part could be immense and

therefore no opportunities should be

missed.

May I repeat—take part in every-

thing that you can, work when you

are able for those who still have no

security or hope, and by your example

further the ideals which we believe

will lead to a betterment of the world.

Those who stand and stare now, may

then be among our best supporters.

Extract from Annual Report, Royal

Hospital & Home for Incurables, Putney

“Experience of the last year has fully

borne out the Board’s contention that

there are gaps in the National Health

Service. . . . One gap is the provision

of suitable accommodation for the

younger chronic sick. As all almoners

know, this problem is one of the most

difficult to solve. The inevitable result

is that the few comparatively young

are accommodated with the numerous

elderly. That chronic sick of 30-50

years must spend twenty-four hours a

day with senile companions is dis-

tressing in the extreme. Anyone who

visits such cases is determined to find

some more congenial surroundings

for the unfortunate young persons, and

recourse must be made to voluntary

bodies such as Homes run by the

Cheshire Foundations or Homes for

incurables.

 



 

    

   
  

   

  
  

  

  

  

  
   

    

  

  

  

  
  

   

 

  

  

  
   

  

   

   

Profile

Pita/a: ‘Lynn vax and Adlrz-rlixer'

BeHa Roys

in 1908, where her father had a

sweet factory. There were eight

children in the family, four boys and

four girls. Bella was the tom-boy,

always up to mischief playing with her

brothers, and she still has the merry

twinkle and ready smile of the happy

child she must have been. She was

educated at Retford Secondary School

and at the age of 21 went as an un-

trained Assistant Nurse to Warwick

Prison, where she worked for two

years. On leaving Warwick she took

a post as Manageress of a General

Store in Sheffield, where she remained

for four years.

Having a sister married and living

in Bermuda she decided on leaving

Sheffield to take a three months holi-

day and visit her sister. Bermuda with

its sunshine and beauty enchanted her,

and giving up the idea of coming back

to England she returned to herfirst idea

of taking up a nursing career. She

joined the King Edward Vllth hospital

with the intention of becoming a State

Registered Nurse and also, after a

period of four years, becoming a

citizen of Bermuda. This was a very

happy period of her life. The King

Edward Vllth was the only civilian

hospital, and she nursed both coloured

and white patients including children.

Unfortunately, a fall from her

BELLA ROYS was born at Retford
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bicycle, occasioned by the postman‘s

dog rushing at her and knocking her

off while she was descending a steep

hill at speed, altered all her plans. She

never really recovered from the effects

of the fall. and in 1939 returned home

to her family in England. They had at

this time moved from Retford and

were living and farming in Maltby.

Her hopes of becoming a trained

nurse and a citizen of Bermuda were

dashed as it was now certain that she

was suffering from multiple sclerosis.

Quite naturally she was very downcast

and her family, who were now dis-

persed, feeling that to be with other

people would be best for her, arranged

for her to move into “Hill Crest", an

old people‘s home at Retford.

She speaks of this home as a place

where she received much kindness,

but where she found herself years

younger than the other patients being

at that time only thirty-one. However,

there was nowhere else for her to go

and she remained at “Hill Crest" for

eight years.

She regularly attended the Retford

Club for the Welfare of the Physically

Handicapped, and it was at one of

these meetings that she heard of the

Cheshire Foundation Homes. From

then on she made up her mind that if

it were possible, she would enter a

Cheshire Home. To use her own

(continued on page 64)
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DISABLED RESIDENTS IN THE U.K. HOMES

as in Feb. ”6|

Men Women Tara]

Le Court, Hants 25 14 39

St. Teresas, Cornwall. 1 1 16 27

St. Cecilias, Kent 16 16 32

St. Bridget’s, W. Sussex 1 l 4 15

Ampthill Park, Beds. 26 — 26

Staunton Harold, Leics. 24 18 42

Alne Hall, York . 20 7 27

White Windows, Yorks. 22 13 35

Hovenden House, Lines. 11 15 26

Seven Rivers, Essex 10 10 20

Hawthorn, Dorset (children). 10 8 l8

Honresfeld, Lancs. . . 9 6 15

Greathouse, Wilts. . . 17 9 26

Spofforth Hall, Yorks.. . 12 9 21

Cann House, Devon . . 13 9 22

Mayfield House, Edinburgh 11 5 16

Cotswold Home, Cheltenham. . 3 l3 l6

Coomb, Carmarthen . 14 12 26

Kenmore, Yorks. 5 — 5

London Home1n Dulwich — 3 3

TOTALS. . 270 187 457

HEATHERLEY, SUSSEX

We were delighted to have a visit from

0C. and to have shown him our

Home. He spent a considerable time

at the house with members of the

Steering Committee and our Technical

Advisers, and seemed very satisfied

with all he saw. He said that as soon

as he turned into the gate he knew at

once that we should have a happy

home there. We have always believed

that, of course, but it is wonderful to

know that the Group Captain feels

it, too.

Our Honorary Architect has drawn

up provisional plans for the extension

to accommodate a total of thirty-six

patients, and these came before the

Planning Authorities during the first

week in January. Meantime, the

Surrey County Council has recom-

mended that we be granted a licence
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for fifteen disabled persons in the first

instance, providing certain small alter-

ations—such as putting in ramps, etc.

—are made.

However, we are unfortunately still

waiting for final planning permission

to be given in writing. But we very

much hope to be able to obtain

possession of the house by the end of

February.

Small groups of people are working

to raise money for us in various ways

Generous donations have been re-

ceived from many organisations, and

other groups are helping by collecting

linen, furniture, groceries and cleaning

materials.

Our appeal to the industrialists of

Crawley is continuing. Where they

have agreed to our request for a

personal interview they have been  



  

   

 

   

  

  

wonderfully generous, giving cheques

and gifts in kind—such as blankets—

or offered personal help and interest.

Two factories closed down entirely

and allowed us to talk to their em-

ployees and ask for help~their

response has been most encouraging

and regular weekly contributions are

being collected from these workers.

It has given us great pleasure to be

able to repay the anonymous business

man who lent us the £1,000 deposit

for Heatherley. He refused this

repayment until we had £4,000in the

bank, thereby demonstrating his faith

in our project.

The East Grinstead Round Table

is organising for us a World Premiere

of the latest Ian Carmichael film

“Double Bunks”. This is to be shown

at a Midnight Matinee at the Radio

Centre, East Grinstead, on March 3rd.

It is hoped that some of the stars will

be presented from the stage.

 

THE LAKE DISTRICT CHESHIRE HOME

A new Home is to be opened at

Holehird, Windermere. The date

of opening depends on the appoint-

ment of a Sister-in-Charge and

completion of essential building work.

It is hoped to open during the last

half of March for three or four

patients.

The house was formerly the home

of Alderman H. L. Groves, 1.1)., who

donated the property to the Westmor-

land County Council which has very

kindly leased the house to the Founda-

tion for sixty years at a nominal rent

of £1 per annum. It is thought that

Holehird may be unique in being the

only Home not owned by the Founda-

tion. Alderman Groves, when he

gave the house to the County Council,

also created a Trust, the income from

which maintains the very beautiful

gardens which the Cheshire Home is

going to enjoy.

In an elevated position, Holehird

commands a magnificent view of

Lake Windermere and the fells

beyond.

The Home will be for patients in

Cumberland (including Carlisle),

Westmorland, and Lancashire, as far

south and including Lancaster.

The cost of conversion will be about

£20,000. It is intended to carry out

the work1n two stages. The first stage

is to make the house habitable for

staff and three or four patients only,

all on the ground floor. Work would

then proceed with a lift and a number

of other modifications till the whole

house could be occupied to its even-

tual capacity of thirty patients.

The visit of Group Captain Cheshire

last September started much enthusi-

asm in the area, and Support Groups

have been established in Carlisle,

Keswick, Whitehaven, Kendal, Win-

dermere and Ambleside.

At the date of writing, there is a

waiting list of eight persons although

a proper survey of the whole area has

not yet commenced.

 

CARNSALLOCH HOUSE, SCOTLAND

In April it is hoped to admit the first

patients to Carnsalloch House, near

Dumfries, in South West Scotland,

which was purchased by the Founda-

tion in October. Eventually some

thirty patients will be accommodated

in this, the second Cheshire Home in

Scotland.

At present, work on the alterations

to the house15 well under way, and the

building appears to be in process of

being ripped to pieces, it is understood

however, that this is as it should be!

The purchase and conversion of

 

Carnsalloch is costing £22,000.

The Home will cater primarily for

people from Dumfriesshire, the Stew-

artry and Wigtownshire, but if space

permitted applications from other

parts of Scotland would not be turned

away.

Under the Chairmanship of the

Hon. Mrs. Coghill, a Management

Committee of fourteen members has

been formed, and also a number of

sub-committees. Many local people

are interested and are giving support

to the Home.
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MOTE HOUSE, MAIDSTONE, KENT

Another Home in Kent

A new Cheshire Home is in the making

at Mote House, in a public park of the

same name in Maidstone, Kent. It

was suggested that demolition would

end a problem for the Town Council,

but when the Group Captain had been

over the house and realised its possi—

bilities his words were, “Well, what

are you waiting for '2”

After the “go-ahead” Miss Mason

and three helpers arrived to make plans

for the future work which had to be

done to a house that had been empty

for a long time. Within a month

many friends had been made and

different organisations rallied round

for decorating, painting, plumbing,

scrubbing and cleaning. On the 25th

January the Group Captain arrived

to talk with the crowds ofpeople,all of

whom were anxious to give their help.

Three or four of the largest rooms

are completely decorated and it is

hoped that patients will be arriving

in February. In the meantime there

is much to be done, but gifts of all

kinds arrive daily and the response

has been wonderful. It is hoped that

eventually approximately forty patients

will be enjoying home life in a beauti-

ful house in a glorious setting.

MARY GIBSON

Mary Gibson was formerly at Seven

Rivers, and before that at Le Court

and Staunton Harold.

The Secretary at Mote House is Mrs.

Jane Prentis who has also worked at

Le Court and St. Bridget’s.

We hear that one of the first resi-

dents is to be Mrs. Peggy Cronk who

is at the moment a patient at Linton

Hospital. It was Mrs. Cronk who first

drew the attention of the Group

Captain to Mote House, and also

wrote to the Council and asked if it

could be leased to him, as she felt

there was a need for the young

disabled people in the area.
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The Cotswold Cheshire Home was

born in a moment of generosity on

let April, 1959. On that day the

guest speaker at the weekly luncheon

meeting of the Cheltenham Rotary

Club was Mrs. Pamela Barrett and

her subject the Cheshire Homes

Foundation. She spoke of the great

need for a Cheshire Home in Glouces-

tershire, and of her self-appointed task

to find support for such a venture.

She finished speaking at 2.5 pm. At

2.l0 p.m., Gloucestershire had its

Cheshire Home, the building being the

gift of Rotarian L. G. Northcroft,

O.B.E., with the Cheltenham Rotary

Club to sponsor it.

Although the Rotary Club have

shouldered the worthwhile task of

raising the money to put the Home

on a sure foundation and to keep it

running, it has done so not in any

exclusive sense, but rather as a

principal agent. It has sought and

received the genelous support of

countless organisations in Cheltenham

and district, and it is hoped that

organisations throughout the county

will also take this Cotswold charity

to their hearts.

(The following notes are written by

Janie Williams, who was formerly a

resident at Great/muse but transferred

to the Cotswold Home).

There are fifteen of us residing here

so far and a happy lot we arefijust

like a band of brothers and sisters. A

lot of us are doing handicrafts in our

workroom in the basement. George

is busy making a rug mat, for which

he has an order; Stanley and Albert

are doing embroidery and leather

THE COTSWOLD HOME, GLOUCESTERSHIRE

work; Florence is also doing em—

broidery; and Margery is making

dishcloths. 1 am able to do fifteen

different crafts. Later on we are

going to have a Sale of Work when we

can muster enough things together.

Also we are starting a shop here; there

is a place in the lobby which can be

converted with little effort.

At the moment, Mrs. Barrett, the

Occupational Therapist, comes quite

often to help us, which is greatly

appreciated by both residents and

staff. She also has a number of house-

wives living near her, whom she calls

“my group of friends". These ladies

are ordinary housewives who have

families to care for, yet they devote

their time and money to our welfare.

Last week they bought us a lovely

typewriter, and the next item they

have in mind is a set of tools for the

male residents so that they can be of

help in the house. After that, they

may provide a sewing machine which

will be a great help to us.

Most of the rooms here have three

beds in them, though two rooms have

five beds and there is a sick bay holding

just one bed.

Mr. Churton Walker, an elderly

gentleman of 82, calls on us most

days. He takes us out shopping or to

the cinema, does decorating jobs in the

house and is always ready to turn his

hand to anything. Mr. Walker has

had an adventurous life and has

travelled widely, and he is a very good

conversationalist. We are very grate—

ful for his continued help, and that of

many others like himt

JANIE WILLIAMS (Resident).

 

COOMB, CARMARTHEN

Things are progressing well, and

many activities have been organised

by the Residents‘ Welfare Committee,

which has also put through several

money-raising schemes. The Red

Cross have kindly been providing a

weekly "shop visit”, but this task

will eventually be taken over by the

residents themselves. The Red Cross

have also been helping with regard

to aids and gadgets.

Guy Fawkes” night was celebrated

 

in the usual manner, and we were

fortunate enough to have two displays

of fireworks. The first was provided

by Mrs. Rock, Matron’s sister, and

the staff; and the second by Mrs.

Shingleton Smith and her children

who had kept all their fireworks to let

off in the grounds.

Sincere thanks go to many friends

who have helped us in a variety of

ways.
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AMPTHILL, BEDFORDSHIRE

Thanks to the great work of the

Matron (Miss Baker), the Warden

(Mr. A. P. Hendry) and all members

of the stafi‘, the patients had a wonder—

ful Christmas.

On Christmas Day, my wife,

daughter and l, were delighted to be

present at the patients’ Christmas

Dinner, when the Warden made a

really professional job of carving the

turkey.

The Home was delighted to give

hospitality to two spastic boys, who

are patients at a home for spastics

which closed down over Christmas.

They greatly enjoyed their stay.

On New Year’s day, the Group

Captain spent the afternoon at the

Home and before he left, showed the

patients some slides of the Homes in

India.

When he left he took with him the

transmitting set which had been

assembled by Tom Dugdale and

which will enable one of the Homes in

India to get in touch with some of

the English Homes.

The Management Committee has

several projects in View for the future.

The first is an extension which, it is

hoped, will enable us to take in seven

more patients. The second is the

installation of central heating. In this,

we have been greatly helped by

financial support due to an effort by

the Dunstable Round Table. The

third is the opening-up of the base-

ment, which will give us more accom-

modation, and if possible, permit the

installation of two chapels.

In all our efforts we are most

thankful for the wonderful support

we get from numerous individuals and

organisations. It would be impossible

to mention them by name, but we are

most grateful for the great support we

have always had from the Bedford

Friends’ League and the Luton

Friends’ League. We are happy to

know that a Friends’ League has been

formed in Dunstable, and we wish

the Chairman (Mr. A. Chattel) and

his committee every success.

The present Mayor of Luton

(Alderman J. Cauldwell) has made

this Home his charity for his year of

office, and is sponsoring several efibrts

in aid of the Home.

Much of the support for the Home

has come from the stalwart efforts

of our Warden, who spends much of

his own time addressing organisations

over a wide area and creating great

interest in the Home.

R. P. TUNSTALL

(CImirman of [he Manager/rem Cam.)

We have already had four excellent

shows given us this year: a concert

by members of the Catholic Women‘s

League, Baldock; an impromptu

sing-song by Tee I—I, Bedford; a film

show given by the Friendly League of

Luton; and a first-class conjuring

show by the Magic Circle, also of

Luton. We are very grateful to all

the people who have entertained us,

and also to those who have just come

to meet us and to talk.

For our other recreation we can

always turn to the radiogram or

television. The radiogram with auto-

record-change mechanism was left

to us under the terms of a will, and

the 21—inch television model was given

by an interested person in Luton.

At present we have no chapel, but

this does not mean that we are

without opportunity for attending

services. Many of us are able to go to

Church with the help of car owners

who run a rota. There is also a service

in the Home for those who are unable

to make the journey.

Most of us here have an occupation

or daily job, and these range from

basketwork and stoolmaking to horti-

culture and calender making. In the

Bedford show last year some of our

work gained top marks in its class.

HARRY TUDOR (Resident).

 

ALNE HALL, YORKSHIRE

The patients here have enjoyed the

Christmas festivities and the many

entertainments provided. Thanks are

due to all who contributed.
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We await the coming of Spring, and

shall enjoy the improved lawn and

garden with many flowers.

P. ROBSON (Resident).

 



 

Photo: Barr (Photographers) Ltd, London, SE.

Welcoming some of the first residents at Dulwich.

Left to right: Sister Joan Greenwood, Miss Gill Lockwood (0.T.), with Matran’s dog, Matron,

Miss Eva Lebovitch, Miss Dorothy Dearth and Mr. Oswald Page (Committee)

THE LONDON CHESHIRE HOME AT DULWICH

A considerable amount of adaptation

and alteration has had to take place

at Athol House in order to satisfy our

own and Council requirements. And

because the property forms part of a

local estate, whose requirements have

to be strictly adhered to, the work has

taken a little longer than expected.

Amongst the tasks which have been

completed, apart from the installation

of a full-size lift to serve the upper

floor, the garages have been converted

into a compact, but efficient, laundry

with a large Bendix, a gift from the

makers, and a well equipped occupa-

tional therapy room in which our first

job will be to make our own bedside

lamps and finish off the painting of

our first batch of bedside combination

cabinets. Next door to the occupa-

tional therapy room is a large green-

house, with benches the right height

for wheelchairs, in which we hope that
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some horticulturally minded residents

will keep us well supplied with annuals

for planting out in the garden. Ours

is a "Town house” and we cannot

boast of palatial grounds as attached

to some of the country Cheshire

Homes; nevertheless we have a very

good garden.

Bathrooms have undergone some

very considerable “face lifts”. We are

now well equipped with three down-

stairs and three upstairs. To a visitor

who knew the house before we started

on it the biggest difference would

probably be in the kitchen quarters

which have been considerably extended

and adapted so that the residents

themselves will be able to take an

active part in the preparation of the

daily meals. On one side, there are

two large capacity twin refrigerators,

the gift of a group of local "friends”.

Through the generosity of Messrs.
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  Tannoy, a radio diffusion and call

system will serve each bed. The beds

themselves were surplus disposal from

neighbouring King’s College Hospital,

although they won’t be recognisable

as such when our residents have

wielded the paint brush! Also to come

in for final “Do it ourselves” paintshop

treatment will be the bedside cabinets

mentioned above, designed by a

committee member and constructed

by disabled patients in the QT. room

at King’s. Linoleum is going down

on the floors where it is needed (gift

of London Rotarians), curtains going

up at the windows (Rotary again),

floors being cleaned and polished

with a floor polisher (a gift from the

Ladies’ Phoenix Club of Pinner)~a

heated food trolley and bed covers

throughout coming from the same

ladies—wall these things led up to the

   

 

  

   

  

   

   

 

admission of our first group of

residents in mid-January.

The first residents were Eva Lebo-

vitch, Dorothy Dearth, Ruth Gavey

and Norman Whiteley. Our Matron

is Miss Ethel Brook; under her is

Sister Joan Greenwood; and Miss

Gill Lockwood is looking after

occupational therapy.

A telegram was sent to the Group

Captain, via Margot Mason, inform~

ing him that we were at last “opera-

tional". An unexpected visit by the

Group Captain and Miss Mason

followed on January 26th at 12.30 a.m.,

but we are glad to say that in spite of

the lateness of the hour our staff were

alert and the “emergency” passed off

well for all concerned. We hope that

the Group Captain will be able to

preside at our official opening at the

end of April or early May.

 

SEVEN RIVERS, ESSEX

We had a very successful fete opened

by the Lord Lieutenant of Essex, Sir

John Ruggles Brice. Many stayed to

the dance and barbecue which followed

and proved most enjoyable.
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The weather was kind on our own

Family Day, and friends and relatives

arrived in full force. Sir John Ruggles

Brice was the main speaker and he

appealed to all for a greater effort to

help the Home in its future extensions

and repairs. The Chairman, Mr.

Logan Wood, also spoke and thanked

the many helpers who had worked so

hard to make the gathering a happy

and successful one.

The Sunday evening service sugges-

ted by Annie is enjoyed by us all. Bob

Austin, our male orderly, takes the

service most weeks, though occasion-

ally we have a visiting minister or

friend, and we have also had the

Salvation Army to help us in our

effort to get together in family worship.

Our Hallowe’en party plus fancy

dress parade was great fun, and both

patients and staff entered into the

spirit of it all with masks and gay

and humorous disguises. Alice, Laura,

Bob and Bessie were the winners,

though the judge had a difficult task.

Father Roland, one of our oldest and

greatest friends arrived after the

parade, and in the darkness of the

television room his black figure with

horned head and green face (which

turned out to be a mere cabbage plus

a hidden light from a torch) gave the

impression of the “old man” himself.

The evening ended with community

singing and refreshments.

About mid-December the repre-

sentative of the High Commissioner

for Australia, accompanied by “Miss

Australia“, presented Seven Rivers

with a really large plum pudding, of

choice Australian produce, ably mixed

by Cliff Richard and Charlie Drake.

The presentation took place at the

  Town Hall, and was attended by the

Mayor and Mayoress of Colchester,

and various civic dignitaries.

A very enjoyable Christmas was

spent by everybody. Each patient

received a large present from Seven

Rivers. Miss Margaret Richardson

canvassed many shops in Clacton,

besides organising jumble sales, etc.,

thus swelling the number of gifts

handed out. Also the customers of

the Railway Hotel, Brightlingsea,

collected all the year round to give

each patient a present.

We were very sorry to lose Mary

Gibson soon after Christmas—a really

good cook and helper.

The New Year party began with

sherry, and was followed by a much

enjoyed supper which included many

home-made delicacies. Afterwards,

everyone went into the hall for an

entertainment—conjuring, singing and

games. At the end, Mr. Logan Wood

thanked all the helpers, and they were

given three cheers. L.H. (Reridem).

An audience of 250 welcomed

Group Captain Cheshire to llford in

January, when he received a cheque

for £200 raised by llford branch of the

Association of Jewish Ex-Servicemen

for the Seven Rivers Home.

The chairman of the llford branch,

Mr. J. J. Toper, said, as he handed

over the cheque, “This should not be

the end of our efforts. Let it be the

start for all of us to do all we can for

the Cheshire Homes".

Major H. Bernstein, the associa-

tion’s national chairman, described

the Group Captain as “a towering

example, and an inspiration to all

men of goodwill”.

 

GREATHOUSE, WILTSHIRE

The last time we wrote we said that

the Royal Air Force, Hullavington,

were holding a Grand Summer Fete,

the proceeds of which were to be

divided between the R.A.F. Benevolent

Fund and this Home. Thanks to the

tremendous amount of work put into

this effort by Group-Captain Black-

lock, 0.B.E., D.F.C., D.F.M., and the

officers and airmen of the Station, we

were handed a cheque for £400. We

really are grateful for this continued

support by the R.A.F. in this district.
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This Christmas the Station Com-

mander and Officers of the R.A.F.,

Lyneham, gave us a wonderful

Christmas hamper. It was thoroughly

enjoyed, and we do thank them

sincerely.

An Austin car has been given to the

Home by Mrs. Kingston of Malmes-

bury. It will be a great boon during

the summer.

Thanks to local friends who pro-

vided furniture vans, a party went to

see the pantomime at Christmas, and

  

  

  
  
  

   
  
   

  
  
  
   

   
  
  

  
  
  

  

  
  

  

  

  
  
  

    

 

  
  
   

    

   

  
  
  
  

  

  

  

  
   

  
  

  

  
  
   

  
  
  

  



Mr. Lorton and the stall of Wool-

worths again opened their store and

made us very welcome. Friends

helped residents go round the store

to do their Christmas shopping

Our new dining room overlooking

the terrace, is now in use, and meals

can be taken looking over the garden.

It was once one of the mens bed-

rooms but was never convenient as

people had to pass through it on their

way to the terrace. Now the men are

comfortably installed in the old

billiard room.

Our friends at Malmesbury have

helped us complete our laundry

arrangements by giving us a rotary

electricironer and that, in conjunction

with the washing machine and big

tumbler dryer, is helping cut down

our large laundry bills.

At last the site is being cleared for

a garage to house the ambulance and

twelve invalid motor cars Part of the

cost is being generously provided by

the Chippenham Rotary Club.

Our Fete is on the 17th June, and

we hope as many of our friends as

possible will come.

L. G. ASPINAL (Warden).

“The Quality of Mercy is not Strained”

by Edwin Hand, of C/n'ppen/mm Cheshire Home

Faith must be outside the limits of

caution, and be fired by something

more potent and effective than calcu-

lating prudence. or logical deduction,

or judicial impartiality.

Something more than a warm feel-

ing inside, though often when one

looks around, one has reason to doubt

this. It must be the fire that burns

within, the mainspring that regulates

the life, the overmastering force that

will not be at rest.

This is the faith that Jesus spoke of.

when He said of it that it was able to

move mountains.

 

 

appearance to worn shoes.

corns etc.
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TUXAN

WHOLE L!FE TREATMENT

FOR SHOES

TUXAN RENOVATI NG POLISH

is a complete treatment for leather shoes,

only shines and Waterproofs the leather, but actually restores colour and

Keeps new shoes looking new.

over 50 colours in the Tuxan range making exact matching simple.

TUXAN LEATHER EXPANDER

an absolute boon to all who sufl'er discomfort from tight or new shoes.

Tuxan Leather Expander is a non-staining liquid which

softens the leather of shoes and allows it to be expanded and perman-

ently moulded to the shape required for foot comfort.

Tuxrm products are available from

Shoe Shops and Shoe Repairers.

79 LEONARD ST., LONDON E.C.2

Tel: SHOreditch 5351/2.
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ACTIVITIES AT

STAUNTON

HAROLD

This page:

(Left) Sidney Barley takes walk-

ing exercises.

(Below) The Residents' Shop.

Facing page:

(Top) Library and Common-

room.

(Bottom) The lift

(Pholm by

J. II/illiamx, Burton an Trent)
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As with most other Homes I expect,

the big news from Staunton this

quarter is of the wonderful way in

which people for miles around rallied

to give us as good a time as was

humanly possible over the Christmas.

It never fails to amaze me the way so

many busy people are prepared to give

up so much time and money on our

behalf, particularly at this time, when

they could be forgiven for devoting all

their spare time—and cash—t0 their

families. I would like to say a very

sincere "thank you“ to all concerned.

At the beginning of the year, we

were very sorry to lose two popular

members of our staff in John Miller

and one of our Spanish girls, Lola.

They have gone down to the Southend

area, where John is to take up school-

teaching and Lola nursing. Both had

been with us for quite a long time, and

they are proving to be a big loss to the

Home, especially as we are (as usual!)

a little short—staffed at the moment.

STAUNTON HAROLD, LEICESTERSHIRE

I suppose I can safely mention one

of the most important things to happen

at Staunton, from the patients‘ point

of view, for some time. even though,

at the time ofwriting it hasn t actually

happeied! By the time \ou read this

we should be111 possession ot oui own

bus. This is a specially adapted

coach. with every alteration one could

possibly think of to make it more

comenient for us, and the whole thing

has been given—and alteied—by the

Trent Motor Company at Derby.

This gift, the value of which must run

into thousands of pounds, will make

a big difference to our lives here and

I cannot say too strongly how much

it is appreciated. Not only did the

firm give the coach but their men did

the alterationsin their spare time, and

their drivers have organised a rota of

volunteers to take us out whenever we

wish. Thank you, Trent.

T.M.G. (Reside/1i ).

 

HAWTHORN LODGE, DORSET

It is nice to be able to say that at

present we are continuing to make

steady and sure progress. The gener-

osity of friends and well-wishers over

the Christmas season was truly

astonishing and gives us every en-

couragement to face the coming year

with confidence. The Dorset Regular

and Special Constabulary staged a

two-day affair of a Jumble Sale,

Concert and Coffee Morning and

followed it with a Dance a few days

later, the net result being a donation

of £321, which was presentedvto the

Chairman by the Superintendent of

the Specials. The Christmas Toy Fair

was also a success.

The “house-full" notice has been

displayed for some time and the

Matron and Staff have coped wonder-

fully, bearing in mind that the engin-

eers and electricians have been on the

premises during the whole period.

However, the central heating is a great

boon and the lights can now be

switched on without fear of “short-

ing”. All the children are well,

although one child passed away

suddenly about two weeks ago.

 

That venerable old gentleman,

Father Christmas (in the shape of

Mr. J. Weir one of our Friends) paid

a visit on Christmas morning and

distributed gifts to everyone much to

the enjoyment of the kiddies. The

Mayor and Mayoress of Dorchester

also paid a visit on Christmas Day.

There have been one or two changes

on the Stafl‘ and Miss Susan Symes

and Miss D. Robinson have joined us

and settled in well. Pauline Quantrill,

who has been at Hawthorn Lodge

from the beginning, has now left to

take up training in nursing. We all

wish her well. A word here for Mrs.

Mills, who so ably filled Matron's

duties when she went home to Scot~

land for the New Year; Mrs. Mills

did a very useful job and we are duly

grateful to her.

Finally, let me mention the re-

constitution of the Dorchester Gioup

of Friends. They are all most enthusi-

astic and should be a great help in

many ways. It is hoped in the very

near future to launch Groups in

Weymouth and Wimborne.

H. J. WESTCOTI' (Secretary).

   
   

  
  

  
   
  
  
  
  
  

    

   

  

  
  

  
   

   

  

    

   

    

   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
   

  
  

   

  
  

   

   

  
  

   

  

    



ST. BRIDGET’S, SUSSEX

St. Bridget‘s is more or less completed.

There are the usual teething troubles

but all but one room is in use. The

family gradually returned to the fold

and by the l4th December we were all

together again.

The happiest time in November was

the weekend which Group Captain

Cheshire spent with us. He was

proudly shown round the new St.

Budgets and we were gratified that he

too was more than delighted with what

had been the smallest Home but was

now bigger in every way.

On the Sunday morning we had the

pleasure of an all too short visit from

Sue who came along to join her

husband before they both went oft~ to

carry out further engagements.

Christmas came upon us very

quickly when the family returned.

Indeed on the 15th December the

ladies of the Littlehampton Floral

Club delighted not only ourselves but

many visitors who came to see their

truly beautiful floral arrangements.

On the evening of the ZOth Decem-

ber the Southern Concert Party

entertained us with an excellent show.

so slick and so alive. All enjoyed it

and say a big thank you. ‘

Bellringing is something that really

spells the spirit of Christmas~as do

carols. Mrs. R King kindly organ-

ised just those things for us on Christ-

mas Eve and it made the evening

perfect.

Christmas Day was truly a grand

day. The Christmas dinner 'was

excellent. There are no words to

thank. in the way we would wish, all

our generous and kind friends for

many splendid gifts and good wishes.

During the morning, when we were

exchanging greetings with visitors and

enjoying the traditional Rum Punch

supplied very kindly by Mr. Clifford

Smith, Mrs. Clifford Smith brought

along a tape recording of a Christmas

message from Group Captain

Cheshire. What could have given us

more pleasure?

New Year was brought in true to

style. and on New Year‘s morning a

most pleasant Sherry Party gave us

the chance to thank personally some

of our friends for their generosity

and support.

On the 12th January a friend, who is

always most thoughtful and generous,

took the family and most of the stafi

to the Pantomime in Worthing.

We were delighted on the 25th to

welcome some of Le Court’s family.

It was fun having them and we do

hope they will come again.

We welcome two new members of

the staff, Sister McGovern and George

Davies. For the next few months we ,

shall also be looking forward to the

other people arriving to swell the

family. M. ELLIOTT.

 

‘MAYFIELD HOUSE, EDINBURGH

Our first Christmas in the Home was

a great success. the highlight of the

festivities being. of course, the Dinner.

It was provided by the Committee for

both staff and residents. Committee

members waited on us, ensuring that

we had plenty to eat and drink. Mr.

Roger Orr, our most amiable chair~

man, proved himself very capable as

acting chief bottle—opener.

Concert parties continue to enter-

tain us in the “auditorium“. These

good people may perform before

larger audiences. but they will never

find one more appreciative. We are

grateful also to the kind people who

bring films or provide pleasant

musical evenings.

The occupational therapy room had
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been decorated and our larger sitting-

room is also undergoing the same

process. At the time of writing, the

sixteen of us gather to watch TV, etc.,

in the small room upstairs, keeping

the lift in almost constant use as the

majority of the “shower“ live on the

ground floor.

December saw us with a new Mat-

ron, Miss Fraser, who will be sorely

tried, watching over such a collection

of rogues.

Being a new Home and one of the

younger members of this great family,

we face the future with the hope of

growing prosperity and making the

Cheshire Homes glad that we are one

of them.

B. MCLAUGHLIN (Resident).

 



 

S
C
E
N
E
S

A
T

C
A
N
N

H
O
U
S
E

I
’
I
m
/
m
:
C
m

’
I
o
l
l
.
P
l
y
/
H
a
u
l
]
:

S
[
I
n
/
e
m
s
”
R
a
g
1
W
a
g
l
l
z
i
n
u

 



CANN HOUSE, DEVON

The highlight of the Home has been

the formal opening by G.C. on Thurs-

day; 27th October. G.C. arrived at

Cann_House on Wednesday 26th, and

hrs Visit was greatly appreciated by

our family. His being with us was a

great source of inspiration and pleas-

ure. We now feel that we “belong".

There was a goodly turn-out of

civic, church and service dignitaries

from the County and all those who by

their efiorts had helped to make the

Home—they totalled some 600. It

was a wonderful opportunity to say

thank you to them all.

An oil painting of Cann House

executed by Joy was presented at the

ceremony to G.C. as a memento of

his visit. .

In the evening G.C. attended a

dinner party given by our Chairman,

and then went to the Guildhall in

Plymouth to the Rag Charity Ball

organised by the Plymouth Technical

College Rag Committee, which was a

prelude to their Rag Week, the pro-

ceeds of which are being donated to

Cann House. Terry, Eileen and Ron

also went to the Ball. G.C. mounted a

child’s scooter and propelled it across

the dance floor to the band of stalwarts

who then commenced the non-stop

tour of the City Centre which lasted

till 5th November, the end of the

Rag Week.

Cann House participated in the

national “Help the Disabled Week”;

we had an exhibition stall at Astor

Hall, the Disabled Fellowship Club.

Congratulations go to the editors of

our own News Letter—“Cann House

Calling", and to their initiative in

trying to rival The Cheshire Smile.

Christmas, our first, was a joyous

affair and Christmas Day was kept

to “family". Tone was added to the

dinner by the Secretary’s daughters

dressed as “nippies” and son-in-law

in boiled shirt as wine waiter—he was

kept hard at it!

On 2nd January the family gave

their own evening party. Some fifty

guests managed to squeeze in and it

was a very successful do. Other enter-

tainment has not been lacking. A

highlight was a mass exodus to the

show given in aid of Cann House by a

local company and our thanks go to
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the generous donor who bought the

tickets for us.

Diversional therapy is now in full

swing as far as a lack of an occupa-

tional therapist permits, and nearly

everyone is busy. A syndicate has

been formed, which, in addition to the

normal tasks, undertakes piece-work

for Clarke’s Shoe Factory, and we are

hoping that shoe fashions do not

change too quickly.

We had a delightful Christmas

present from Brixham in the nature of

an undertaking to asphalt our terrace

which means that this spring and

summer the patients will be able to

propel their own chairs instead of

having to be pushed through chip-

pings. As if this was not enough, the

donors have also insisted on wiring

electric bells for all beds—this will be

an improvement on the old house bells

which were taken down and placed

by each bed!

Foomole

A report in our local Sunday news-

paper read “Group Captain Cheshire

Imprisoned!" and here is the story as

we tell it ourselves.

On completion of the fire escape

three weeks before, members of the

ship‘s company of HMS. Cambridge.

the Naval Gunnery Establishment at

Wembury, had moved in and com-

pletely redecorated and furnished the

room out of which the fire escape leads,

and with great pride we had it ready

on time (just) for G.C. Being perfec-

tionists, the sailors had removed the

inside door fittings to do their painting,

but sad to relate in the rush had for-

gotten to replace the handle on the

inside. Having shown G.C. to his

room the door was politely closed

behind him. With the calm which

becomes him, G.C. reconnoitred the

position. and made his way down the

fire escape. thus having the honour to

be the first to use it in an emergency.

I wonder whether the Navy had

heard of G.C’s propensity for practical

jokes or was it just revenge? In his

inimitable manr‘er just before, when

Ron was introduced to him as an

ex-Naval type, G.C. thought for a

while and then came out with “Oh

yes. one of the other services".

Capt. H. R. HAROLD. O.B.E., R.N. (Sen)

 



 

 

 
 

It can be said, without dissent. that

the most memorable day for us during

the Christmas celebrations was the

Sunday when the patients went to

Sandringham to see the Queen, Our

bus and several cars went, carrying all

the patients who were able to go,

voluntary helpers and staff. The

patients had their chairs lining the

route from the Church, and the

Queen, the Queen Mother and Prince

Phillip shook hands and chatted with

everyone. The Queen and the

Queen Mother also waved and smiled

to those who had been unable to leave

the bus. Our most confirmed Republi-

can is now an ardent Royalist and

sings loudly the praises of the Queen’s

beauty and charm.

Before this great day, there had been

the usual round of excitements over

the Christmas period with carol sing-

ing, a Nativity Play (done charmingly

by the local Infants’ School), and

HOVENDEN HOUSE, LINCOLNSHIRE

parties. Each patient had his or her

own sack of presents and Father

Christmas came and brought more on

Christmas afternoon;

What is so invigorating is that no

sooner is one lot of pleasures over

than it is time to look forward to the

next. With us it is the advent of Tulip

Time. when we have so many visitors

who frequently combine a trip round

the tulip fields with a call on us on the

way. Then there is also the Tulip

Parade which makes one wonder why

people go abroad when they can see

such wonderful decorated “floats“ in

Spalding. Now that we have our own

bus it will be easy for all the patients

to see the fields of tulips on more than

the one occasion usually arranged.

If any readers are touring the Tulip

Fields we would always be pleased to

welcome them and show them round

Hovenden.

Mrs. R. M. M. READ (Secretary).

 

ST. CECILIA’S, KENT

St. Cecilia’s has now settled down

after six weeks of intense Christmas

activity. We were inundated with

requests from groups of people who

wanted to come to entertain the

patients, and unfortunately we were

obliged to turn down one or two of

these because there just was not the

time available to let them all come

along. It would be unfair to single

out any particular entertainment, so

we feel it best to record our grateful

thanks to all, and to let them know

that our patients thoroughly enjoyed

the parties that were given, and had a

very happy Christmas.

The official Christmas party was

held on Saturday, the 17th December,

at which various members of the

Committee, and our voluntary work-

ers, helped to entertain the patients.

During the Christmas festivities a

number of our patients who are ex-

Servicemen made their annual visit

to Buckingham Palace to be enter-

tained there, and there was of course

the usual visit to see the decorations

in London, when a bus holding

twenty-eight was hired to take the

party round.

On the Friday before Christmas we

held our customary Carol Service of
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Nine Lessons. The little Chapel was

full to capacity, and the help of local

choir boys made the service a very

bright and happy one.

On Christmas Day our Chairman,

Mrs. Woodmansee, presided at the

patients’ Christmas lunch. Matron

with her staff did a wonderfuljob, and

with the help of Cllr. Woodmansee

and Marian and Walter Jones. made

certain that the whole day was one of

the happiest Christmases ever held

at St. Cecilia‘s.

0n the 28th December we had our

Staff Party, which was greatly en-

livened by the visit of many of our

friends in the district. The party was

further enlivened by songs from our

Italian, German and Dutch staff who

entered very much into the spirit of

our English Christmas.

Unfortunately we did not submit

in time for the last issue the photo-

graph of the patients taken during

their most enjoyable outing at Barry

Richards‘. It is a very happy picture,

and we feel one that should be printed

even at this late stage. For those. too.

who do not know St. Cecilia’s we

print a photograph of the new wing

of the Home. R. S. WORTHINGTON.
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View of the New Wing, St. Cecilia‘s
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Party/ram St. Ceci/ia’s at iMr. Richards hause, Hartley Manor

 

ST. TERESA’S, CORNWALL

It was announced on Christmas Day

that our Matron had become engaged.

This means that we shall be losing her

in due course. Mrs. Stretchan has

done her very best to see that we were

as comfortable as possible and we

shall miss her, but we offer her our

very best wishes in her future life.

hoping that she will have a long and

very happy life together with her future

husband‘

Christmas was a really grand time

 



 

 

Presentation to G. C. at St. Teresa’s of the £250 cheque for Raphael

Photo: ‘Wcstern Morning News’

(Left to right: The G.C. holding cheque, Matron, Ali‘s. Brown, Len Harper, and

Enid Bottom/ey).

for all of us. Plenty of eats and drinks,

plenty of fun and games after dinner

and a film show in the evening. Much

of our fun was organised by that really

grand friend of ours—Councillor

Arthur Gribble, of Newlyn. For the

film in the evening of Christmas Day

we are indebted to friends from St.

Ives. We also had a film show on the

evening of Boxing Day. We now have

a really good screen, given to us by

Mr. Oldfield, to whom we extend our

grateful thanks,

There was one face missing from

our family at Christmas. It is with

deepest regret that we give the news

that our old friend and resident—Alec

Jotcham—died on November 28th.

Alex was at the original St. Teresa's at

Predannack. He was greatly interested

in radio and was actually in the Radio

Room when he became ill, and on

being taken to his room, died within

a few minutes. May he Rest in Peace.

On January 26th we had the pleasure

of a very short visit from the Group-

Captain. The reason for his visit was

 

to receive a cheque the residents

handed over, for £250, as the first sum

towards the amount we intend to

raise for a Unit to be built at Raphael,

Dehra Dun, UP. Whatever is done

in the other Homes, we here at St.

Teresa’s feel that we can best show

our appreciation for all the grand

work “G.C." has done for us by help-

ing him as much as we can.

We, the residents, have taken this

job on ourselves, and we intend to see

it through. The Management Com-

mittee approve of what we are doing

but will have no part in the working

plans to raise the money, nor will they

take any administrative part in the

scheme. It is purely a residents’

effort. We have formed a special

Raphael Committee, and this com-

mittee will carry out all the organising

of the various schemes we mean to

employ to raise the money required.

We feel sure we can raise what is

needed well within five years.

L.H. (Resident)

   

    



SPOFFORTH HALL, HARROGATE

When I arrived at Spofl‘orth Hall at

the end of January, I found four

women and five men in residence, the

whole of their accommodation being

on the ground floor, as upstairs was in

a state of indescribable confusion.

The plumbers, electricians, joiners,

decorators, etc., still had a lot of work

to_do, and as most of these jobs were

being done on a voluntary basis

progress was rather slow. In addi-

tion, many items of furniture had

been given, which, owing to lack of

space downstairs had to be stored

upstairs, and this added to the chaos.

Though Spofforth Hall had then

been open for seven months it was

still not very well known, and was not

visited by people who could entertain

us. In consequence entertainment had

to be of our own making, helped by

television and radio.

There are now nine women and

twelve men in residence, the last

arrival being Charles Clarkson, of

Leeds. All have sleeping accommoda—

tion upstairs in nicely decorated rooms,

the last room to be opened being a

particularly fine one.

For our day-time activities, in addi-

tion to the dining room, there are two

lounges in use, one of which is a

quiet room. This has led to a certain

amount of grouping among the resi-

dents, but as none of these groups is

too exclusive no harm is done. A

small Chapel has been opened which

is used in turn by Church of England,

Methodists and Roman Catholics.

A “Shop” has been started and is

doing very good business. During

Dr. Farrell’s visit, in the summer, a

Residents” Committee was formed.

This has led to a few small amenities

being provided.

Due to the kindness of the West

Riding County Council, evening

classes have been arranged—the sub‘

jects being: Painting for Pleasure;

Play Reading; History; and Choral

Music. Some of the residents are very

keen and have joined all the classes.

Choral Music is the most popular. I

am told that our Choir is quite good,

but as I take part I can’t be sure this

is quite true.

I think the most noticeable change

has been the gathering of many good

friends in the locality, and the great

increase in social activity. There was

a fine list of Christmas festivities and

events, which ended with a grand

show of dancing and singing by girls

from Harrogate Grammar School.

We are also very grateful to the Leeds

Lion Club and Harrogate Round

Table. There are others, too numerous

to mention, who have helped in many

ways.

The staff position has on occasions

been very difficult, but is now much

better. I think in this connection

tribute should be paid to Mr. G. Kent

(Male Orderly) and Mrs. Birtsall, who

were at times real towers of strength.

JOSEPH Twrsr (Resident).

 

LE COURT, HANTS

Extract from Annual Report

It may not be amiss to start our

report this year by re—stating the object

of Le Court as laid down in our

constitution:

. to provide for the care,

treatment and maintenance of the

young chronic sick of both sexes

irrespective of creed. Persons

admitted must be willing to work

in so far as their capacity permits

and should be of such intelligence

and ability as to benefit from the

special facilities and atmosphere

of Le Court. Persons suffering

from infectious diseases and
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tuberculosis and persons of un~

sound mind shall not be eligible”.

. . . Now that the work of caring

for the single chronic sick and disabled

has taken root throughout the country

we would like to start a settlement in

this region especially for disabled

married couples. The idea is, how-

ever, still in its infancy and much

detailed investigation will be necessary

before a decision can be reached.

Our Christmas lasted from Decem-

ber 7th, when Wolf Electric Tools Ltd.

gave us an exceedingly generous pres-

ent of tools for the workshop, to  



 

January lst and a second full—scale

Christmas dinner. In between there

were two big parties, one given by the

Petersfield Ladies’ Circle and the

other our own New Year‘s affair. and

several smaller. The Rogate and Liss

Church choirs made their annual

visits to sing carols, and all denomina~

tions joined in our festival of nine

lessons and carols for which Lady

Shifiner and Sir Ernest Gowers had

been rehearsing the Le Court choir

for weeks. Christmas Day with its

family dinner — sixty-seven sitting

down together—and ceremony of

present-giving round the tree gener-

ated even more warmth than usual.

The Le Court Association held a

Guy Fawkes’ party for the second

year running. And at the end of

November the Association ran its

first jumble sale to raise funds, being

at that time £10 in debt to the Welfare

Fund on account of the cost of pro-

ducing and sending out the monthly

newsletter. The sale made £25, and a

second is to be organised in February.

Les Donovan‘s series of lectures

continued with a talk about the

history of auto-pilots by the chief of

the Auto-Pilots’ Group of De Havil-

land’s, and a beauty demonstration by

Miss Crerar of Elizabeth Arden.

Mr. Wilkins again provided trans-

port by coach, and tickets for a mass

  
emigration of residents, stall and their

families to see Cyril Fletcher in “The

Sleeping Beauty". Our sincere thanks

to them and to all the other people

who did things for us and gave things

to us during the holiday season.

A party visited Dorincourt, the

sheltered workshop near Leatherhead,

in Novembeix

After 525 years the decorations

needed re~doing and we started 1961

with a steady succession of rooms

bared, painted, re-occupied. No spring

cleaning in prospect this year now,

thank goodness.

Independence Unlimited, the gadget-

making group started by Mr. Darby,

has had its biggest triumph yet. Mr.

Wallace devised a simple but highly

ingenious device to hold the outer

lift doors open. As this cost less than

£5 it was also miraculous.

B.B. (Resident).

Slop Press:

An epidemic of feverish colds at the

end of January caused the deaths of

Len Pepperell and Basil Bryant, who

were both in precarious health. Len

had been here 6% years and Basil 10,

so they had grown into the fabric of

the place and will be greatly missed.

Each, in his own way, was an example

to us all of endurance and the vitality

of the human spirit.

 

ARDEEN, SHILLELAGH, EIRE

Work on the first Irish Home has not

progressed quite as speedily as was

initially hoped. but the first residents

will be admitted as soon as the neces-

sary alterations have been completed

and the Department of Health has

given the go ahead. It is hoped to

admit some twenty-five to thirty

patients eventually.

The Ardeen Home will be man—

aged by a Committee under the

Chairmanship of Mr. J. J. McCrea,

M.C.C. President of the Home is

Lady Julien Fitzwilliam.

There has been a wonderful res-

ponse to the call for voluntary work

to help get the Home under way. The

problem of furnishing has been largely

overcome by gifts from firms and

individuals, though of course many

 

things are still needed.

Miss Mary O‘Leary, Matron of

Ardeen, says that the local people in

Shillelagh have proved very helpful,

and already committees have been

established to raise funds and to

provide comforts for the residents.

The villagers have been coming to

clean the house, chop firewood and

store it, hang curtains and do many

other necessary chores.

Stop Press.

Group Captain and Mrs. Cheshire

visited Ardeen at the beginning of

February. They met many of the

people who are helping to start the

Home, including all the Committee.

G.C. was given a detailed report of

the work being done, and expressed

himself very satisfied with the way

things are going.  
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THE SINGAPORE HOME

Things are progressing well, and our

fund raismg events during the year

have been most successful. In April

we held a jumble sale which raised

$1,049/—. Then came our Red Feather

Day in May which swelled our funds

wrth $10,518/—. This year the Feather

Day included the sale of car dusters

which helped the takings a great deal.

In July a Bridge and Mahjong Drive

was organised, and $1,587/- was

raised. Two big functions took place

in October—a Fashion Show and

Water Ballet held in Mrs. Ward‘s

Disabled Girl

Exhibits

at Festival Hall

Many readers will know the work of

Elizabeth Twistington-Higgins, a polio

victim, who draws and paints with the

brush in her mouth. She has stayed

for a short period at Le Court.

An exhibition of her ballet sketches

and paintings was held at the Festival

Hall, London, in conjunction with the

Festival Ballet Christmas Season. They

were displayed in the Exhibition Suite

for the ballet audiences, and by all

accounts and by the resulting sales,

proved very popular.

The Singapore Home

residence (she is Chairman of the

Appeals Committee), and the Gold

Cup Ball in the Sea View Hotel. We

have not yet finalised the figures for

these two events.

The building of the Johore Home

is under way and proceeding very

smoothly. The Committee there are

hoping to admit the first patients

shortly—in fact as soon as a Matron

is engaged. The completed chalets

are bright and airy, and handloomed

bedspreads make the wards look most

colourful.

    
—-»Female Wing

 

BLOCKBUSTER

Prior to taking over one of the new

Homes, G.C. was making a tour of

inspection. On meeting the dis-

abled ex-Service caretaker, the

Group Captain enquired of him

the service he had been in. Hear-

ing it was the Royal Air Force,

G.C. said “Oh, yes, which com-

mand 1’" In most offended tones,

the caretaker replied “That’s a

darned stupid question. Shows

just how much you know about

the R.A.F. l” - 
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Following the general article on beauty care by Miss Peverel Jeflree,

Miss Gilda Land of Yardley’s has kindly written as an article on skin

types and skin care, with several suggestions of gadgets to make

disabled people independent of help in applying creams and lotions.

Good Looks Begin with (1 Lovely Complexion

In order to know the best way to care

for your skin, it is necessary first to

understand a little about it. Did you

know, for instance, that everyone’s

skin is slightly different, and that

what is good for one need not neces-

sarily be the ideal treatment for

another? Skin types fall into four

main categories and it may interest

you to look in a hand mirror and try

to decide which type of skin yours is.

Is it inclined to be flaky and dry, to

form tiny wrinkles round the eyes and

mouth, and to become roughened in

cold weather? Then you have a dry

skin and it will benefit from lots of

nourishment. Is it moist, sallow and

inclined to run to spots and black-

heads? Then you have a greasy skin,

and it needs above all to be kept

scrupulously clean. Many of those

blemishes are caused by the tiny pores,

through which your skin breathes and

throws off impurities, becoming

blocked and it is, therefore, important

to keep the pores clear. Cleansing

with‘ a cream which will sink into the

pores and float dust and dirt to the

surface, followed by the use of an

astringent lotion to close the pores,

is an excellent treatment for this type

of skin, It may be that your skin still

puzzles you. It is difi‘icult to classify

because it is greasy down the centre

panel, but seems to have dry areas at

the sides. This is what is called a

combination or dual—type skin and

 

each area of the skin should be treated

according to its needs—the dry areas

getting extra nourishing cream, the

greasy areas extra treatment with

astringent lotion. Maybe you are

one of the lucky ones with a perfect

skin—still it will pay you to keep it

that way by scrupulous cleanliness—

which means soap and water washing,

followed by cream-cleansing if make-

up is used.

Toning or astringent lotions are

best applied on cotton wool, pre-

viously squeezed out in cold water.

Make a little “patter” of wool, and

apply briskly to the face and neck.

It may be found easier to have the

wool attached to a stick, which can

be held in the fist and applied in this

way.

Similarly, it may be found possible

to apply nourishing cream to the face

by means of a flat spatula, such as

those soft, flexible articles sometimes

called “squeegees” which are used in

cooking for removing the batter from

the mixing bowl.

Yardley English Complexion Cream

is one of the best buys for those whose

budget is limited, for it could be

described as an “all-purpose” cream,

being suitable for both cleansing and

nourishing, and also as a foundation.

(When used for cleansing, it should be

applied, allowed to sink into the pores

for a moment, and then wiped ofi"

with a clean tissue or cotton wool).
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English Complexion Cream is obtain-

able in two sizes, the larger of which

Is the most economical.

It cannot be emphasised too much

that skin care is the basis of a good

complexuon, and that no amount of

make-up on top of a neglected skin

will ever give an entirely satisfactory

appearance. So if you want to look

good—and who doesn’t?~b6gin by

spending that little extra time and

trouble on your complexion.

 

Miss Susie Younger, the author of the following article, came to Le

Court 2:} years ago as part of her practical studies for the London

School of Economics Diploma ofSocial Science. She is now teaching

at the Hvosung Women’s College at Taegu in Korea, and working as

a lay missionary.

Orphans in Korea

I have just spent three weeks in a

Korean orphanage, and as I am sure

that Cheshire Smile readers have been

taking a keen interest in Refugee

Year, I thought they might be inter-

ested in the conditions of Korean

orphans ten years after the outbreak

of the Korean war.

The war left thousands of orphans

scattered over South Korea; and the

poverty of refugee families has led to

many babies born since the war being

left on orphanage doorsteps, because

their parents cannot afford to bring

them up. Caring for these orphans

is one of the biggest social problems

in this country.

First of all, many orphans, despite

government efiorts, have avoided

entering orphanages, or have run

away from them. These children live

on the streets, sleeping in the open air

even in the freezing winter, and

begging for their living. Many of

them grow up to be juvenile delin-

quents, taking their revenge on a

world that has given them nothing

but hardship and contempt. Their

rehabilitation, in so far as it is possible,

will require an enormous amount of

skill and devotion, and many more

trained social workers.

But the prospects for the children

in the orphanages are not always any

better. Suitable staff are hard to find.

Because of poverty and widespread

unemployment, very unsuitable people

start orphanages as a way of making

money. They receive money from the

government, or the churches, or

charitable funds; but frequently they

do not use the money for the children.
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They give the children barely enough

to keep them alive, and use the money

for themselves and their relations. As

a rule the stafi" eat rice, while the

children eat only barley.

There are, however, many orphan-

ages, usually run by the missions,

where this sort of corruption does

not exist. In these the stafi" are

generally very devoted. But many of

them, too, have no training. Some~

times they are not even free from the

old traditional Korean class feeling

which makes them take it for granted

that the orphans, because they belong

to the “poor classes”, do not need

such good food as the staff, Even

where this attitude does not exist, the

very size of many of the orphanages

makes it impossible for the staff to be

real mothers and fathers to the child-

ren. In my town (Taegu) there is one

orphanage with three hundred chil-

dren; in spite of the devotion of the

staff the atmosphere is desperately

impersonal. The orphanage where I

stayed has sixty children, and even

this is far too big for there to be any

(continued on page 59)  



      

LOVE AND

GROWTH

by PAUL HUNT

Some thoughts aroused on reading a much-discussed book about

an interesting social experiment

ICHAEL BURN was somewhat sceptical when a friend, taking him to visit

Ma place called Finchden Manor, near Tenterden in Kent, enthused about

the community of boys and young men and their helpers living there—

“no forced discipline and no corporal punishmentvno limits of class or money

#psychology is not talked, it is done~Christian behaviour is not preached,

it is lived.“ ,_ . ,._._.

Bl" 0“ that firm ViSit he deCidEd ‘ words seems an impertinence doomed

that he would need to Swim several to failure. One gains from the book

months at F'hChdeh as a member 0f some idea of his breadth of vision, and

the Staff before attempting to write there is no mistaking the author’s

about the work being done there. This sense of awe in the face of this living,

b00k* is the F659“ 9f his stay, and it creative thing that is Mr. Lyward’s

fully bears out his friend 5 extravagant community. Mr. Burn is an artist

Clalms. ‘ who has conveyed With great sensi-

1

  

. F'hChdeh Manor houses about tivity and understanding all he learnt

forty ‘0 fifty boys, mostly aged be- at Finchden Manor, and he is always

tween fifteen and twenty yearsha Staff aware that he is dealing with some—

Of nine, and Mr. Lyward and h15 W1fe~ thing not to be analysed and put in a

The cause of their being at Finchden category. He knows that he cannot

15 that the boys have been variously capture a mystery with his typewriter.

labelled as"maladjusted",“depraved”, Mr. Lyward himself asked him to

“beyond control”, “PSYChOpatth’: “say that it’s unlimited. That’s how

“schizophrenic , and 50 0h- ,At the our boys arrive at limits.” However,

time when this book was written, it in the hope that a clue may be given

appeared that OVCF two_ hundred as to the importance of what is being

former reSidents, once bearing Similar done at Finchden, we shall try to

labels, had been helped to lead full sketch an outline of the ideas set out

and happy lives, and many of them in this book.

had settled into highly responsible

jobs or taken up successful careers. Widening awareness

Perhaps most remarkable of all was The boys “are all cases of arrested

the fact that several of the staff were feeling development"; they are “emo-

themselves "old boys", now helping tionally disturbed" rather than “mal-

others to find their real selves under— adjusted". “Beyond all their wants

neath the labels. just as they had once the boys needed love". They needed a

been helped. Undoubtedly, the secret “freeing of the whole personality

of this achievement lies with Mr. from the deepest level", and they

Lyward, whose success with “hopeless needed to “learn to live", This learn-

cases” has astonished other workers in ing to live means, not just a patching

this field. up or a getting rid of certain “objec-

To attempt a summary of Mr. tionable traits", but "a gradual and

Lyward‘s thought in a few hundred infinitely thorough re-creation.” As

if they abandoned their pretences and

* Mr. Lyward's Answer by Michael go back to a new beginning. the boys

Burn. Hamish Hamilton. 25s. are gently “weaned”, “loosened",
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f'healed”, given back their lives which

in some way have been “usurped". It

is generally the parents who have

taken away the boy’s own life, and

forced him into a world of fantasy.

Perhaps they do this by continued

absence abroad and consequent “aban-

donment"; by failing to develop a

spontaneous relationship with their

son; by a constant harping on moral

standards that have no meaning for

their child; or by their insistence that

he should "get on" and be a success

At Finchden Manor he is removed

from the pressures that have had such

disastrous effects. No-one makes him

do anything or judges him in any way.

Sooner or later almost every boy

relaxes, and begins to know what he

wants, rather than merely do what he

thinks someone else wants him to do

—or doesn't want him to do. Then,

haltingly, the boys learn to accept the

4 people around them, the "community

of personal relationships". In this

“Widening awareness“ of themselves

and others, they often need the help

ol Mr. Lyward and his stafT, depending
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% Finest cigarette Papers made today
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, Don’t just ask for “cigarette Papers”— always insist on

on their strength and maturity, their

unfailing sympathy, especially when,

inevitably, their growth causes pain.

Inspiring and guiding, but never

dominating, Mr. Lyward’s faith, hope

and love pervade the whole scene.

“He had woven the work of teacher

and healer so closely together that

the two cannot really be separated.

Education, in the sense in which he

used the word, meant a marriage of

both roles.” We would like to quote

the whole book in attempting to give

a picture of the man and his wonderful

work.

Bearing on Cheshire Homes

One hopes that by now the reader

is about to rush out to obtain a copy

of Mr. Lywui'll’s Answer, and he will

be well rewarded if he does so. But

perhaps he is wondering why we are

devoting space to a subject that has

little to do with the Cheshire Move—

ment. Superficially, it is evident

that Finchden Manor is a very

different type of community from a

Cheshire Home, but many passages

from the book show that there are
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striking similarities beneath the sur-

face. For instance, “A truly loving

family thinks of ‘results’ not only in

terms of ordinary success or failure,

but in terms of the spirit in which its

sons have used success or confronted

failure. Such a family, understanding

the innate strength or weakness of its

members, relates their achievement to

the capacity of each and to the diffi-

culties each has been forced to

surmount.” It is as one would

expect. While it can be only too easy

to mistake a particular method for

what is essential, there are certain

basic truths about human beings and

their relations with others that apply

whether they are sick or well, young

or old. On this deeper level we think

there are many aspects of Mr.

Lyward’s inspiration that are univer-

sally valid, and might well be of use

in the Homes. We will try to indicate

just two of these here, and hope that

the reader will make his own further

application from the book itself.

Faith and Freedom

Firstly, for the Christian, and

particularly one who has some posi-

tion of authority in a small com-

munity, Mr. Lyward’s Answer may

provide a revelation. Religion is

seldom mentioned, and there is no

moralising at all, yet one cannot

mistake the true Christian love under-

lying the approach to every question.

Mr. Lyward, knowing that the assent

of a free will is the only assent that

matters, would never force anything

on anyone, least of all religion, and

there is no account of the boys he

helped coming to accept a formal

faith. There is a sense in which it is

irrelevant. For the Christian, all

growth is Christian, and faith is a

gift from God. With his “love that

is disinterested” and his “infinite

compassion for others”, Mr. Lyward

is leading his boys all the time towards

a fuller, richer life.

The great danger in this sort of

leadership is that a man might set

himself up as God. But Mr. Lyward

knows too well that the only true

purpose of authority is education.

“He stood in awe of power, which

made misuse difficult, and never

stamped the boys at Finchden Manor

with his own image, nor bound them

to him, nor insinuated his own

theories. His life was spent trying to

erase the disaster of such errors.”

Again, from his innumerable letters

to parents, explaining, pleading, re-

assuring, “True influence can only

come as a result of relationship, and

only where the relationship is not

desired in order to exert influence . . ."

And, “I think it is now safe to say that

he has at last complete confidence in

me—not as a God (this was how as a

child he trusted you), but as a person.

The echoing about which you write

is, however, a not too pleasant

reminder that you have remained a

God to him for too long, and that he

still finds it very hard to accept any-

thing less. As he becomes more

accustomed to sharing the responsi-

bility for his life with me—this is how

to use his dependence to free him~

he will not need to echo me.”

Then from another angle Mr. Burn

says, “The boys at Finchden Manor

were all the while being helped, most of

them unconrriously, to make a harder

choice than others brought up under

regilations which they had either to

obey and be rewarded, or disobey

and be punished . . . the boys in

consequence were compelled to choose

for themselves, without fear or induce-

ment.” But perhaps the following

statement of Mr. Lyward’s is the

nearest we shall get here to showing

the depth at which he is working, “I

wish to suggest that in thus pressing

him back from ‘he thinks I ought’ to

‘I want’, I am preparing him for a

deeper appreciation of the truth in

science, art and religion.” There are

hundreds more instances of such an

integrated Christian vision in the

book, and the reading of it can be an

illuminating religious experience.

Possibilities of the Group

Mr. Lyward’s profound concept of

the group as a “healing agent” could

be of great influence in the growth

of the Cheshire Homes. “It would

not be the first time that a treatment

devised to heal those who are sick

brought help to those who had thought

themselves whole.” One would not

wish to suggest that our residents or

staff are “maladjusted” in the usual

sense of the word, but it is surely true

that there are immature and un-  



 

developed areas in all of us. And it is
obvrous that a physical handicap
Will have certain repercussions in the

realm of personality. Very little work

has yet been done in the field of the

psychology of disablement, but it does

not take a psychologist to point out

the. probability of the handicapped

mdlvrdual having attendant emotional

and socral difficulties to overcome.

It is perhaps not so obvious that

the kind of person who works in the

Cheshire Homes is likely to have his

own brand of problem too. One can

apprecrate the fine work done by the

stall, while at the same time realising

that the Home provides a sheltered

atmosphere for all residents, disabled

or not, and that people often try to

work out a feeling of insecurity or

inadequacy by “devotion to others”.

We lack the space for a full discussion

of this very big question here, but

one might perhaps generalise by saying

that the people who live in Cheshire

Homes are, on the whale, kinder and

more unselfish than those outside, but

that they are also more likely to have

personality problems — whether by

reason of physical disablement or

previous environmental factors. Even

were this not so, it would still be well

worth investigating ways of utilising

the communities in which we live to

resolve any problems that arise.

This is part of what Mr. Lyward

does. He “made no claim for his

community other than that it was one.

He did not assert that it was better

or worse or more or less Christian

than other communities.” But, “One

reason that he now undertook far

less interviewing than before was

because the group had shown him

how great a healing effect it could

produce on its own.” As “their

living relationship with the community

developed” the boys came to know

themselves more and more as persons

“The group worked . . . as a casual

and all important agent . . . and being

themselves part of the community

they became part agents, almost

unconsciously, of their own growth.”

Quoted out of context as these

phrases are, they are not remarkable;

but taken with the rest of this book

they can open up exciting possibilities

for the future of the Cheshire Homes.

Mr. Bruce says: “One hopes that

what has been achieved at Finchden,

although—like most pioneering—risk-

ing the intrusions of those who try to

over-systematise, will also inspire

other people, who may alter, add to,

or subtract from it in certain particu-

lars, according to the inspiration of

each one.” It is to sources such as

this that the Cheshire Homes must go

if their inward development is to keep

pace with their outward expansion.

 

ORPHANS IN KOREA

(continuedfrom page 55)

family atmosphere. Children need

real love from a “mother" who will

be able to give them at least some

individual care and attention. One

Catholic priest is just now starting a

small group of houses, where there

will be eight children of mixed ages

in a house, and each house will have

a mother. This has been done with

great success in other countries. But

it is only just beginning in Korea.

(There may be a few cases of such

efforts already, but it is certainly not

widespread.)

So you can see that many of our

orphans must live without sufficient

food, and even more of them without

sufficient love. And at the end of this

unsatisfactory childhood they face a

very hard world. In the serious state

of unemployment we have here, it is

almost impossible to get a job unless

you have relations to pull strings for

you, and in any case people do not

like to employ orphans, for fear they

are a little bit delinquent. It is not

even easy to marry, as marriage is still

mostly by arrangement, and most

families would not like their children

to marry an orphan. (There are, of

course, marriages between orphans.)

Readers will certainly want to know

if there is any way in which they can

help such children. First of all,

everyone, however disabled, can pray

for them. Secondly, those who can

knit or sew could make them warm

clothes for the winter. Thirdly,

everyone can persuade their friends

and relations to give clothes and

money, either through the missions

or the Oxford Committee for Famine

Relief. See what you can do!
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The British Council for

the Rehabilitation of the Disabled

There are a growing number of organisations doing much good

work in taking care of those disabled for whom there is little

hope of rehabilitation. But there is only one body in this country

whose sole object is the promotion ofa ('o-ordinated rehabilitation

service for those others whose situation could and should be

considerably improved. We are glad to publish a description of

the various ways in which this Council is lie/ping to get disabled

people back into circulation.

  

vaA/vvw

inspiration of the late Dame Georgiana Buller. She and her co-founders

THE BRITISH COUNCIL for Rehabilitation was founded in 1944, under the

had come to realise, during the course of their work in the fields of medicine

and social welfare, the necessity of widespread and accurate knowledge of the

needs of disabled people, and the importance of the development of an efi’icient

and truly comprehensive rehabilitation service.

The Council arranges short educa—

tional courses and conferences

throughout Great Britain on rehabilit-

ation as a unified service, and on the

problems of disease and disablement.

It seeks to stimulate medical thought

and thereby promote research. Work—

ing parties to study particular prob- :

lems have been organised under its

initiative.

An important function performed

by the Council is that of acting as a

channel for the circulation of authori-

tative information about rehabilita-

tion. It collects and analyses news and

views from all over the world, and

disseminates this information through

its quarterly journal, “Rehabilitation”

(which circulates in thirty-six different

countries), and also through other

occasional publications.

The Council is most widely known

however, for its Preparatory Training

Bureau, which provides‘ advice and

correspondence courses for long-stay

hospital patients, and those who are

chronically disabled. Such a corres-

pondence course may continue study

already begun for entrants into

industry, the professions, or a uni-

versity. It may be framed as a “re-

fresher” course for those who will

return to their former occupations,

thus maintaining their confidence,

making it easier for them to pick up

the threads on return to normal life,

and even sometimes sending them out

better qualified than they were. Or it

may be shaped to lead to subsequent

full—time training for suitable alterna-

tive employment (this with the co—

operation of the Ministry of Labour

Disablement Resettlement Ofi‘icer).

For those whose choice of a career

has yet to be made, advice to help

towards a wise choice is available,

and preparatory training may bring

within easy acquisition of qualifica-

tions formerly unattainable. Some-

times a course may be devised wholly

or mainly for the therapeutic value of

creative and recreative work—as an

aid to recovery regardless of the nature

of subsequent employment, if any.

At the present time, more than 1,000

sick and disabled people are being

trained academically for a new start

in life under arrangements made by

the Council.

To enable such people to derive

the fullest possible advantage from

available services, the Council also

confers with statutory and voluntary

bodies over financial assistance. The

amount of this assistance is far from

sufficient. The Council relies on

voluntary contributions to help bridge

the gap between available resources

and necessary outlay to meet ever
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increasing demands from hospitals,

sanatoria, etc. The deficit for 1959

of the Preparatory Training Bureau

alone was over £1,300.

Now in its seventeenth year, the

CounCil has become the meeting place

for representatives of the Ministry of

Health, the Ministry of Labour and

National Service, the Ministry of

Education, the Medical Services, In-

dustry and the T.U.C., and public

and private organisations concerned

With rehabilitation of the disabled.

‘ Sir Walter Monckton has said, “It

is a'good thing that there should be

an independent society, of national

standing and with specialist knowledge

and experience, which can take an

impartial view of the whole field of

rehabilitation, watch for new develop«

ments, act as a link between the

separate entities which are at work,

and keep them informed of progress

in other directions. it can also pro-

vide a forum for the discussion and

interchange of ideas, and equally

important, spread a knowledge of

rehabilitation in the community.”

The organ of the Council as was

mentioned above is the quarterly

Journal “ Rehabilitation Lord

Sempill, Chairman of the Council, in

a foreword to the first issue, back in

1948, commended the new magazine

to the general public, and said they

ought to know more about the extent

of the valuable work being done in

this field. But “Rehabilitation“ is

primarily directed to those who are

most immediately concerned with the

workmthe medical expert, the non-

medical worker, and the patient. The

latter is, of course, the most important

factor in the whole process.

"‘Our new journal will be an

invaluable medium in the hands of

patients towards achieving that essen-

tial understanding and co—operation

which is required of them for their

own successful recovery. It will show

them what has been and is being done

for others, and will enable each to

judge from the experiences of other

patients what is required of himself.

Not only that, but it will give the

Rehabilitation workers generally a

broader insight into the minds of

patients than they can get only from

those who pass through their own

hands.

“When a problem arises in these

days, the bureaucratic tendency is to

call for another plan. All who wish

to see our British way of life main-

tained, however, should fight hard

against the idea that it is a good

thing that everybody should have

everything done for him by someone

else, from the cradle to the grave . . .”

The vast number of sick and

disabled people in the country repre—

sents an aggregate of pain, un—

happiness and frustration that sensi-

tive minds may well shrink from

contemplating. Looking at it from

a more material point of view, the

annual number of man-hows lost to

the nation, through this sickness and

disablement, totals so many millions

as to constitute a major drag on the

nation’s economy. “If every person

registered for disability, and probably

capable of rehabilitation, went back

to work, industry would gain about

144,000 workers—equivalent to about

one-sixth of the entire coalmining

industry or about one~quarter of the

civil service.” Not only for pity’s

 

 

A Misleading Remark

A reference in our last issue to the recent change of name of the Inter-

national Society for the Welfare of Cripples to the International Society

for Rehabilitation of Disabled was somewhat misleading. We appeared

to be urging the Central Council for the Care of Cripples in London to

follow the example thus set, and adopt the words “Rehabilitation of the

Disabled” in their title. This was far from our intention; we were simply

emphasising the need for a more dynamic name, reflecting today’s more

dynamic ideas. We apologise for the misleading remark to the British

Council for Rehabilitation of the Disabled which, of course, has pro-

prietary rights to the words “Rehabilitation of the Disabled".  
 

 



  

    

   

  

  

   

    

 

    
  

 

sake, says the Council, but also in the

name of business sense, this levy on

Britain must be halted.

Among the personal needs of the

disabled, maintenance of morale is of

the utmost importance. To the man

or woman facing a long period of

struggle and self-adjustment against

a heavy handicap, with the final out-

come uncertain or even menacing, it

is not surprising if the easy way out,

by drift or surrender, sometimes holds

attractions—particularly if it may be

cushioned by compensation. And to

the official charged with the actual

rendering of public services available

for the disabled, persistence in the face

of possible apathy, misunderstanding

or even sometimes resistance on the

part of the patient*the constant

elTort needed to see that every patient

receives and makes proper use of the

help to which he is entitled—must

often seem to be tasks both thankless

and discouraging.

A major part of the work of the
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AN ELASTIG SHOE LAGE WHIOH ALLOWS

SHOES TO BE SLIPPED ON AND OFF LIKE

SLIPPERS

Soesi Expanding Surgical Shoe Laces are designed

to enable patients to put on and take offthcir shoes

with the minimum of effort; only one hand is re-

quired and when using a long shoe horn no stoop-

ing is necessary. Soesi laces are comfortable, neat

and durable; they allow free circulation, and are

recommended for patients with malformed feet.

Price t/- per pair from the Manufacturers. “’hen

ordering please state colour ol‘lace required, (black,

brown or white), and number oflacc holes.

SOES 5““LACES

Mnirs. RADIOL cHEMIcALs LTD. 78 Upper

Richmond Road, London, 8.W.I5.  

  
British Council for Rehabilitation is

to maintain constant pressure against

such negative influences and at all

times to render every possible assist-

ance, alike towards patients and

towards those whose function it is to

administer the whole complicated and

interlocking system of available Re-

habilitation services.

It will easily be seen how the

services of such an organisation can

be of help to the Cheshire Foundation

Homes. The advice of the Council is

always available to the Foundation in

both policy making, and in the

resolving of particular problems. For

individual disabled residents in the

Homes it is possible in certain cases

for the Preparatory Training Bureau

to arrange correspondence courses,

either for educational or for thera-

peutic purposes. And no one can ever

tell where that may lead to for the

disabled people concerned.

Further information can be obtained

from The General Secretary, British

Council for Rehabilitation of the

Disabled, Tavistock House (South),

Tavistock Square, London, W.C.1.

 

Remote Control of Radio and TV

How often have you wished that you

could regulate the sound coming from

your TV or radio set? Haven’t you

often wanted to turn it down when it

blared, or to switch off altogether in

order to do something else or to cut

out the bits in which you have no

interest?

You can do just that with a new

gadget, the Muta Armchair Sound

Control, which we have recently

received and tested. It is an excellent

adaptation, and we recommend it to

any disabled person in need of this

kind of remote control.

The list price is 30s., but the gadget

will be supplied at the reduced price

of 225. 6d. to any genuine organisation

for the sick or any invalid, provided

the order is made direct to A. D.

Cadisch, Muta Idea Engineers, 186

High Road, Byfleet, Surrey.

  

    

   

  

  

     
  
   

  

  
   

   

   

   

  

  

  
  

   

    

  

   

   



 

Human Resources Corporation

Notes on an American research-education project

concerned with the capacities of disabled people

I Tools”) by Henry Viscardi, Jnr.

N The Cheshire Smile last June we published a review of a book (‘Give Us the

It describes the industrial firm on Long

Island, New York, which Viscardi set up under the name of Abilities Inc., the

unusual aspect of it being that, of the 400 employees everyone, including the

president, Viscardi himself, is disabled.

the business is shown from its begin-

ning in 1952, with a $8,000 loan to a

totsagl gross business of $2,,000000 in

195

Abilities, Inc. is a sub-contracting

industrial enterprise employing only

disabled people at prevailing wages.

Viscardi determined at the outset to

develop a variety of highly skilled and

competitive operations. The overall

programme was in no way different

from thatin any other industrial job-

shop—producing and supplying under

sub-contracts a wide variety of com-

ponents and sub-assemblies to primary

contractors in the aviation and

electronics industries. Since its estab-

lishment it has been entirely self—

supporting, operating successfully

without subsidy, and expanding out of

earnings obtained in a market where

the consistent demand is for high

quality products delivered on schedule

at strictly competitive prices.

Proof of ability

The continued and increasing capa-

city of such an enterprise to satisfy

these demands may be judged as an

outstanding proof of the ability of the

disabled as a group to adapt them-

selves successfully to a competitive

industrial environment, involving a

wide range of skills and machines of

various complexity. All employees are

required to work an eight-hour day

and a forty-hour week; also to arrange

transportation to and from work.

Wages are competitive with those in

other plants. The many stories

recounted about individual employees

at Abilities Inc., leave one with a sense

In the book, the remarkable growth of
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of having witnessed a great achieve-

ment.

But, it is said, the workers at this

plant do no more than seek ordinary

destinies, ‘the opportunity to support

themselves in productive dignity rather

than be supported by the charity of

the community or the family.’ The

whole enterprise is dedicated to the

belief that, in this age of increasing

automation and mechanisation, ‘there

are no disabledpeople in the world, only

people with varying degrees of ability.’

No coddling

It is emphasised that Abilities Inc.

is a factory, not a rehabilitation centre.

‘As such it does not emphasise the

possibilities of individual rehabilita-

tion; but, rather, it tries to get the

individual to work productively. Simi-

larly, it does not coddle its employees

by providing them with special

privileges such as long rest periods or

low production standards. Finally, it

does not accept charitable grants,

donations, or other monies. In other

words, it stands on its own feet—a

singularly inappropriate expression in

View of the fact that a good many of

tfie employees are unable to do just

t at.’

One quite unique aspect of employ-

ment policy is that of the selection of

workers from amongst those who

apply to be taken in. There is a great

contrast between the standards applied

by Abilities Inc. and those normally

applied by employers, the latter

standards often resulting in the rejec-

tion of many disabled workers who

 



 

 

 

have a high potential productivity.

Abilities lnc., in its hiring policy does

not require any pre-employment physi-

cal examination of applicants nor any

past experience. Instead of physical

criteria, the test of motivation is

applied. By various mears the Com-

pany tries to find out whether appli-

cants really want to work. Inciden-

tally, a physical examination is carried

out after the employee has been taken

on.

Human Resources Corp.

Henry Viscardi was by no means

satisfied merely to build up a business

on these lines. He saw the need also

to combat ‘the prevalence in our

society of stereotyped negative atti-

tudes towards disability in its relation-

ship to employability.’ We must

‘dispel the bias and ignorance which is

preventing the productive utilization

of the vocational capabilities of a

large section of our society.’ In order

to do this, he was instrumental in

setting up a subsidiary, Human

Resources Corporation, to study prob-

lems connected with the employment

of the physically handicapped. Aided

by grants from the Insurance Company

of America, and the Office of Voca-

tional Rehabilitation, Department of

Health, Education and Welfare, US.

Government, this group of scientists

is engaged on a long-range series of

medical, psycho-social, and engineer-

ing project studies. They are also

actively concerned with a teaching

programme to disseminate this experi-

ence as it is gathered at this priceless

laboratory of disabled workers.

The aims of Human Resources

Corporation are stated to be:

(1) to identify the physical, emotional,

and social characteristics of severe-

ly disabled people who have been

unemployed for long periods or

who have never had remunerative

employment at all;

(2) to evaluate what changes occur in

such people when they are placed

in jobs commensurate with their

abilities, and receive wages com-

mensurate with those paid in

normal industry;

(3) to see how such people, placed in

Abilities lnc., compare (a) with

similarly disabled people receiving

 

public assistance, (b) with other

physically disabled people else-

where in competitive industry, (c)

with non-disabled people in com-

petitive industry.

Four reports have so far been

published, the two most interesting

being The Disabled Workers at

Abilities, Inc, and A Study of the

Adaptability of Disabled Workers.

In the past, the employment of

disabled people was thought of only in

terms of the most sedentary occupa-

tions~an extension of occupational

therapy—handicrafts, such as weaving

rugs, caning stools and making

baskets. And even today this attitude

lingers on in many quarters. ‘Now,

however, great medical advances, new

concepts of physical medicine and re-

habilitation are preparing disabled

people to live fuller lives . . .’ Com-

petency need not be measured in

terms of anatomic perfection. ‘(So the

chronically disabled) are to be evalu-

ated according to current physio-

logical and functional concepts of

medicine. Although physically and

medically disabled the individual is

rarely vocationally handicapped.’

It still remains to be seen though

how much opportunity modern com-

merce and industry in general will

offer such people, so that they

may also work and support themselves

instead of being supported.

The reports of such research teams

as these working for Human Resources

Corporation will be invaluable in

helping forward the time when such

a happy state of affairs can be realised

more than it is today.

BELLA ROYS

(continuedfrom page 32)

words she just “kept on trying” until

on July 9th, 1958, she joined the family

at Hovenden.

Bella is a happy person, full of fun

and with a great love of dainty, pretty

things. She it is who makes the little

“Koala Bears” in pale pink and blue,

that have been bought in such num-

bers by the patients and their friends,

and sent to the far corners of the

world for “new” babies, and small

nephews and nieces.
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Our Appeal for More Readers

There has been a most encouraging response to the appeal we

published in the Winter issue for an all»round attempt to help us

increase the circulation of The Cheshire Smile, by which means we

aim to bring down the cost per copy.

Many of the Homes have increased their orders; several Friends of

the Cheshire Homes in various parts of the country have offered to

sell a quantity of each issue in the neighbourhood and amongst the

circles they frequent; our mailing list of postal subscribers has

swelled rapidly in the last quarter, an unexpectedly large number

of people taking advantage at Christmas of the gift subscription

service mentioned below. In such ways as these we have been

enabled to push up our printing order this time to 5,000.

This means that we have only |.000 to go before our target is

reached. We are confident that we shall be successful in the next

two or three years.

Once again, we put forward the various suggested ways in which

you can help to boost the sales of the magazine. You can help:

By taking out an annual subscription (65. post free).

By recommending The Cheshire Smile to yourfriends and relations.

By bringing it to the notice of the people next door.

By taking an extra copy to pass round.

By acting as an agent for one of the Homes, having a regular

supply of each issue. and selling them locally in shops, factories,

pubs, clubs and suchlike places.

Are you looking for an ideal gift?

Do you know that you can make a gift of The Cheshire Smile to

your friends for a year? What about an Easter present?

An attractive greetings card will be sent to any friend(s) you like

to name with this (Spring) number. It will convey your good wishes

and explain that a year’s subscription comes from you as a gift.

Post us a remittance for 65., and we will do the rest.

 

 
 



 

ONE OF OUR LATEST HOMES

Photo: ‘Kcnt Alessenger’ (The County paper of en!) 
Mote House, Mair/stone, which has recently been taken over by the Cheshire

Foundation and is now being preparer! for its first residents. 
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